Verdict  clears 
Latinas  bashed  by 
subway  cops 

But  Jimenez  and  Rivera  will  appeal 
misdemeanor  convictions  based  on 
‘ 4 erroneous  9 9  judicial  instructions 


By  Nancy  De  Luca 

NEW  YORK  —  After  over  a  year  of  hear¬ 
ings,  court  delays  and  legal  maneuvering, 
two  Puerto  Rican  lesbians  have  been  cleared 
of  charges  that  they  assaulted  New  York  Ci¬ 
ty  Transit  Authority  policemen  while  riding 
the  subway  in  the  Bronx.  But  the  jury  in  its 
Jan.  19  verdict  found  the  two  women,  Lisa 
Jimenez  and  Ev.ly  crc  guilty  o. 
structing  governmental  administration.” 

The  charges  against  Jimenez  and  Rivera 
were  brought  after  they  were  involved  in  an 
incident  on  a  subway  train  on  the  night  of 
Dec.  28,  1986.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  45). 

The  two  women,  dressed  in  tuxedos,  were 
part  of  a  group  of  nine  returning  from  a  gay 
wedding.  When  the  one  male  member  of  the 
group  was  harassed  by  other  riders  in  the 
subway  car,  a  rookie  transit  policemen, 
Noel  Bruen,  intervened  and  started  to  eject 
the  man,  instead  of  his  harassers  from  the 
subway  car.  Rivera  and  Jimenez  said  they 
tried  to  explain  to  the  policeman  his  error, 


but  soon  found  themselves  physically  at¬ 
tacked  by  several  transit  policemen  who 
responded  to  an  “officer  in  trouble”  call 
from  a  dispatcher.  The  courtroom 
testimony  revealed  that  Bruen,  who  had 
been  on  the  force  for  only  six  months,  had 
called  for  help.  When  he  failed  to  respond  to 
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trouble”  call  went  out,  and  four  policemen 
stormed  the  subway  station.  During  the  en¬ 
suing  police  actions,  Evelyn  Rivera  was  hit 
in  the  face  with  a  walkie-talkie.  She  was  also 
hit  either  with  a  billy  club,  or,  as  she  claims, 
a  “black  jack.”  Black  jacks  are  not  issued 
to  the  police  and  their  use  is  prohibited. 

After  the  police  attack,  in  which  Jimenez 
was  knocked  unconcious  and  Rivera  receiv¬ 
ed  a  gash  requiring  stitches,  the  two  women 
were  charged  with  second  degree  assault  —  a 
felony  —  menacing,  attempting  assault, 
obstructing  government  administration  and 
Continued  on  page  10 


Rep.  Frank  derided  for 
CD  stance 


APUZZO 


BRITT 


BOSTON  —  Virginia  Apuzzo,  deputy  commissioner  of  the  New  York  State  Consumer  Protection  Board, 
San  Francisco  Supervisor  Harry  Britt,  Congressman  Barney  Frank  (D-Ma.)  and  Pat  Norman,  co-chair  of  the 
1987  National  March  on  Washington,  discussed  the  future  of  lesbian  and  gay  rights  at  a  lively  March  14 
forum,  sponsored  by  Harvard’s  Kennedy  School  of  Government.  The  event  was  moderated  by  John 
Boswell,  a  professor  of  history  at  Yale  University. 

Almost  400  people  heard  Apuzzo,  Britt  and  Norman  advocate  grass-roots  activism  to  combat  the  AIDS 
epidemic  and  conservative  mood  of  the  country. 

Frank,  the  self-proclaimed  '‘liberal"  among  the  panelists,  drew  hisses  from  the  crowd  when  he  criticized 
recent  civil  disobedience  protesting  the  Massachusetts  Senate's  inaction  on  the  gay  rights  bill.  He  said  civil 
disobedience  often  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  "therapy"  for  the  movement  and  may  actually  set  back 
the  struggle  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights.  \ 

Norman  and  Britt  angrily  rebutted  Frank,  placing  lesbian  and  gay  civil  disobedience  in  the  tradition  of  the 
Black  civil  rights  movement.  “We  have  our  own  Gandhi  and  King.  Ninety-nine  percent  of  our  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  has  been  truthful  and  in  line  with  the  best  in  us,”  said  Norman.  Britt  and  Norman  were  arrested  last 
month  in  San  Francisco  for  protesting  the  federal  government's  inaction  on  AIDS. 

Apuzzo  also  said  that  anger  should  play  an  important  role  in  the  fight  for  liberation.  "We  are  not  angry 
about  one  precipitous  act,  we  are  angry  about  a  lifetime,  a  century,  two  centuries,  worth  of  deliberate  op¬ 
pression  in  its  most  fundamental  form,  saying  ‘you  cannot  be."’ 

An  extended  discussion  of  the  forum  and  the  issues  it  raised  will  be  featured  in  an  upcoming  issue  of 
GCN  □  Chris  Bull 
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Boston  counseling  service 
forced  to  shut  down 

GLCS,  which  served  les/gay  community  for  17  years,  is 
unable  to  raise  funds  to  stay  afloat 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  The  apprehensions  were  well 
founded.  About  six  weeks  after  announcing 
another  serious  financial  crisis,  Boston’s 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Service 
(GLCS)  has  folded.  In  a  statement  released 
March  10,  the  GLCS  Board  of  Directors 
confirmed  that  the  non-profit  community 
agency  would  close  immediately  due  to  the 
impossibility  of  raising  necessary  funds. 

Approximately  $40,000  was  needed  by  the 
end  of  March,  and  an  additional  $100,000 
would  have  been  required  in  1988  to  pay  off 
existing  debts.  These  include  about  $55,000 
in  back  taxes  owed  the  IRS  for  which  in¬ 
dividual  board  members  may  be  liable. 
GLCS  also  still  owes  rent  for  its  facilities  at  6 
Hamilton  Place  and  salaries  for  staff 
members  who  have  not  been  paid  in  a  couple 
of  months. 

“We  are  very  disappointed,”  said  Harry 
Collings,  chair  of  a  community  task  force 
organized  to  assist  the  board  in  last-ditch 
fundraising.  “We  had  hoped  to  be  able  to 
find  the  resources  to  keep  GLCS  operating.- 
Ultimately,  everyone  reluctantly  agreed  that 
it  wasn’t  possible.” 

GLCS,  chronically  beset  by  money 
troubles  throughout  its  17  years  of  service, 
revealed  the  current  crisis  on  Jan.  22  with  an 
announcement  of  imminent  closure. 
Following  community  outcry,  the  GLCS 
board  agreed  to  scramble  one  more  time  to 
rally  financial  support  for  the  agency  which 
depended  primarily  on  state  funding.  Coll¬ 
ings  joined  with  board  members  and  other 
experienced  fundraisers,  but  the  assembled 
task  force  determined  after  six  weeks  of  ef¬ 
fort  that  GLCS  must  close. 

Task  force  member  Cindy  Rizzo  stated, 
“The  community  responded  to  the  first  an¬ 
nouncement  of  GLCS’  closing  —  people 
really  tried.  But  it  was  just  too  late.  When 
we  began  to  realize  the  intransigence  of  the 
IRS,  we  knew  it  wasn’t  possible  to 
continue.” 


Rizzo  had  been  recently  selected  to 
assume  the  post  of  GLCS  executive  director. 
She  would  have  replaced  Nancy  Grantham, 
who  announced  intentions  to  resign  several 
months  ago.  Both  Rizzo  and  Grantham  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  for  the  needs  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  who  relied  on  GLCS  for  low- 
cost  or  no-cost  counseling. 

“GLCS  as  an  institution  may  be  closed,” 
Grantham  said,  “but  the  work  has  to  go  on. 
No  one  is  addressing  the  needs  of  these  peo¬ 
ple  and  we  want  to  make  sure  that  their 
needs  are  articulated,  understood  and  met 
by  the  larger  community.” 

Grantham,  Rizzo,  Collings  and  other  task 
force  and  board  members  have  formed  an 
ad  hoc  committee  working  to  place  clients 
with  other  .community  health  agencies  as 
soon  as  possible.  Rizzo  explained  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  six  weeks,  GLCS  accepted  no 
new  clients  but  managed  to  continue  ser¬ 
vices  for  existing  clients.  Now,  according  to 
Rizzo,  the  primary  concern  is  to  prevent  the 
interruption  of  counseling.  But  she  is  also 
concerned  about  terminating  services  she 
considers  vital  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity. 

“GLCS  was  really  the  only  agency  that 
served  the  needs  of  lower-income  people,” 
Rizzo  said.  “Also  young  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  And  especially  in  a  time  of  crisis 
around  AIDS,  around  substance  abuse,  to 
lose  [GLCS]  is  terrible,  a  major  detriment 
to  our  community.” 

Currently,  GLCS  staffers  are  working  to 
secure  client  records  before  vacating  the  of¬ 
fice.  Rizzo  stressed  that  all  records  -will  re¬ 
main  safe  and  confidential.  At  the  time  of 
closing,  GLCS  served  about  300  clients  a 
week,  offered  an  additional  50-60  medical 
consultations  and  provided  programs  on 
substance  abuse. 

“I  don’t  think  I  exaggerate  when  I  call 
this  a  tragedy,”  said  Kevin  Cathcart,  ex- 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“As  far  as  her  ability  for  umpiring,  she 
seems  fine,  but  I  don’t  think  a  woman 
should  be  an  umpire.... There  are  some 
things  that  men  shouldn’t  do  and  some 
things  that  a  woman  shouldn’t  do.  1  think 
umpiring  is  one  of  them.  I  have  a  belief  that 
God  has  intended  man  and  woman  to  be  dif¬ 
ferent.  In  God’s  society,  woman  was  created 
in  a  role  of  submission  to  the  husband.  It’s 
not  that  woman  is  inferior,  but  I  don’t 
believe  women  should  be  in  a  leadership 
role.  I  don’t  think  a  woman  should  be  a 
president. .  .or  a  governor  or  mayor  or  police 
chief. 

—  Houston  Astros  pitcher,  Bob 
Knepper,  discussing  umpire  Pam  Postema’s 
attempt  to  become  the  first  woman  umpire 
in  the  major  leagues. 

Condom  dispensers 
as  aphrodisiacs 

BOSTON  —  Several  local  college  dor¬ 
mitories  now  contain  condom  machines, 
despite  mixed  reactions  from  school  ad¬ 
ministrators. 

The  Boston  Globe  quoted  homophobic 
Boston  University  president  John  Silber 
stating  that  distributing  condoms  would  en¬ 
courage  “a  very  casual  and  indifferent  at¬ 
titude  toward  sex.’’  Last  December,  the  BU 
student  government  installed  a  condom 
machine  in  its  office  to  draw  attention  to  the 
conflict  between  the  student  activists,  who 
want  to  distribute  condoms  to  the  student 
body,  and  the  university  administration. 
Within  days  the  machine  was  stolen.  Stu¬ 
dent  government  members  and  ad¬ 
ministrators  say  they  have  no  idea  who  took 
the  machine,  which  was  in  a  locked  office. 

In  contrast,  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  medical  director  Arnold  Wein- 
burg  recommended  last  year  that  condom 
machines  be  placed  in  dormitories  as  “a 
move  telling  students  we  cared  about  them 
and  we  cared  about  their  health.”  He  said 
having  machines  on  campus  will  not  only  be 
more  convenient  but  will  serve  as  a  visible 
reminder  of  the  dangers  of  unsafe  sexual 
contact.  He  added  that  information  about 
AIDS  will  be  posted  near  the  machines. 

Kathleen  Kniepmann,  Harvard’s  health 
director,  discounted  the  argument  that  con¬ 
dom  machines  in  dormitories  increases  pro¬ 
miscuity.  “I  cannot  imagine  that  students 
who  have  not  been  sexually  active  will  say, 
‘Wow,  there  are  condoms,  I’m  going  to  use 
them.’  ” 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Canadian  nurse  with 
AIDS  fired 

TORONTO  —  A  nurse  with  AIDS  was 
fired  from  his  job  at  the  Toronto  Western 
Hospital  after  only  three  weeks  of  employ¬ 
ment,  according  to  Rites.  David  Allen,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  hospital,  insists  that 
AIDS  was  not  the  reason  for  dismissal,  but 
would  not  give  additional  information 
about  the  firing  except  that  Ron  Lentz,  a  re¬ 
cent  nursing  graduate,  was  “not  totally 
open”  during  his  hiring  procedure. 

Lentz  filed  a  complaint  with  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Commission  claiming  he  was 
the  victim  of  discrimination  because  he  has 
AIDS.  In  an  interview  with  a  Canadian 
television  station,  Lentz  revealed  that  his 
immediate  supervisor  knew  he  had  AIDS 
prior  to  his  being  hired,  and  that  the  infor¬ 
mation  appeared  on  his  employee  health 
questionnaire.  Additionally,  before  being 
hired  Lentz  was  asked  by  Toronto 
Western’s  palliative  care  team  to  give  a 
presentation  on  AIDS,  including  a  discus¬ 
sion  about  having  the  disease. 

The  hospital  has  not  elaborated  on  the 
“not  totally  open”  statement  by  Allen. 
Lentz,  who  has  had  AIDS  for  five  years,  in¬ 
tends  to  fight  the  case  to  the  end. 

□  Jose  A.  Padilla 

Customs  siezes 
Philly  gay  bookstore 
shipment 

PHILADELPHIA  —  United  States 
Customs  has  seized  two  bundles  of  mail  sent 
to  Giovanni’s  Room,  the  city’s  gay  and  les¬ 


bian  bookstore,  because  their  contents 
“depict  homosexual  activity”  and  contain 
“photographs  of  nude  boys.”  The  seizure 
notices  do  not  indicate  whether  the  “boys” 
were  minors,  reports  Philadelphia  Gay 
News. 

Store  owner  Ed  Hermance  said  he 
believes  the  bundles  contain  copies  of  two 
issues  of  the  French  magazine  Gai  Pied. 
Hermance  said  he  intends  to  fight  the 
seizure. 

Meanwhile,  40  copies  of  On  Our  Backs,  a 
magazine  of  lesbian  erotica  sent  by  Giovan¬ 
ni’s  Room  to  Little  Sister’s,  a  gay  bookstore 
in  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  were  seiz¬ 
ed  by  Canadian  Customs.  Little  Sister’s  has 
fought  several  previous  seizures  of 
shipments  to  the  store. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Homophobic  law 
helps  curb  marriage 

CHICAGO  —  A  new  Illinois  law  requir¬ 
ing  marriage  license  applicants  to  take  HIV 
tests  is  meeting  with  widespread  public  op¬ 
position  and  may  in  fact  be  discouraging 
people  from  marrying,  according  to  the 
Boston  Globe.  Since  the  premarital  testing 
law  took  effect  Jan.  1,  applications  for  mar¬ 
riage  licenses  have  dropped  by  nearly  50  per¬ 
cent  in  several  Illinois  counties,  and 
neighboring  states  have  reported  a  dramatic 
increase  in  license  requests  from  Illinois 
couples  wishing  to  avoid  the  requirement. 

The  new  law  is  also  wreaking  havoc  in 
health  facilities  across  the  state,  where  of¬ 
ficials  say  premarital  testing  is  diverting  bad¬ 
ly  needed  resources  away  from  the  people 
most  at  risk  for  AIDS.  Because  the  legisla¬ 
tion  provides  no  funding  for  the- test  — 
which  can  cost  as  much  as  $100  in  a  private 
clinic  —  public  health  institutions  have  been 
swamped  with  couples  seeking  the  service  at 
a  lower  rate.  Recently,  health  officials  say, 
many  facilities  have  been  forced  to  turn 
away  the  vast  majority  of  couples;  as  a 
result,  many  low-income  people  have  not 
been  able  to  meet  the  premarital  testing  re¬ 
quirement. 

4  The  Illinois  law,  and  a  similar  bill  passed 
in  Louisiana  last  year,  are  being  closely 
watched  by  legislatures  debating  AIDS 
policy  issues  across  the  country.  So  far,  the 
Louisiana  law  seems  to  be  provoking  a 
similar  reaction;  marriage  license  applica¬ 
tions  have  fallen  in  that  state  as  well,  and  the 
Louisiana  Medical  Society  is  expected  to 
issue  a  resolution  urging  repeal  of  the 
measure  sometime  next  month.  A  repeal  ef¬ 
fort  has  also  begun  in  Illinois,  but  Chicago 
Rep.  Barbara  Flynn  Currie,  who  plans  to 
sponsor  repeal  legislation,  observed,  “It  will 
be  tough  to  make  it  go,  unless  there’s  a 
general  recognition  that  we’ve  made  fools  of 
ourselves.” 

□  Mandy  Smith 

A  really  sisterly 
sorority 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  lesbian  sorority  is  a 
new  twist  on  traditional  Greek  practices,  but 
nine  women  at  UCLA  are  polishing  Lambda 
Delta  Lambda’s  constitution  for  the  first 
such  sisterhood  in  the  country. 

The  campus  newspaper,  the  Daily  Bruin, 
describes  the  new  sorority  as  a  natural 
outgrowth  of  the  women’s  friendships.  In 
addition  to  the  traditional  Greek  activities 
of  rushing  and  pledging,  holding  social 
dances,  and  participating  in  Mardi  Gras, 
Homecoming,  and  Greek  Week-.  Lambda 
Delta  Lambda  plans  to  hold  AIDS  fun¬ 
draisers  and  gay  awareness  events.  All  new 
pledges  will  be  required  to  participate  in 
social  work  for  women  or  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  before  they  can  be  fully  initiated. 

A  major  purpose  of  Lambda  Delta  Lamb¬ 
da  is  to  provide  a  comfortable  and  suppor¬ 
tive  social  environment  for  lesbians.  But 
heterosexual  women  who  want  to  be  part  of 
a  pro-gay  group  will  be  welcomed.  Member 
Julie  Leverence  explains:  “We,  as  lesbians, 
feel  that  we  have  been  discriminated  against, 
and  the  way  that  we  are  reacting  is  to  form 
our  own  society  and  make  it  right.  It  would 
be  pretty  hypocritical  for  us  to  discriminate 
against  any  heterosexual  who  would  want  to 
join  this  group.”  The  university’s  rules  for 
campus  groups  bar  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  race,  religion,  and  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion. 

The  sorority’s  members  emphasize  that, 
while  Lambda  Delta  Lambda  is  not  explicit¬ 


ly  a  political  group,  they  see  its  formation  as 
a  very  political  act.  “I  think  that  just  being 
gay  is  a  total  political  statement  and 
everyone  is  going  to  take  it  that  way,”  said 
junior  Lauren  Susman.  In  addition  to  seek¬ 
ing  university  recognition,  the  sorority  is 
considering  trying  to  join  the  Panhellenic 
Council,  which  oversees  all  affiliated 
sororities  at  UCLA. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Student 

reproductive  rights 
activists  to  meet 

AMHERST,  MA  —  “The  Fight  for 
Reproductive  Freedom:  Second  Annual 
Conference  for  Student  Activists”  will  take 
place  April  8  and  9  at  Hampshire  College. 
The  conference  will  bring  together  student 
activists  who  are  working  on  a  broad  range 
of  reproductive  rights  issues  to  share  ex¬ 
perience,  develop  future  organizing 
strategies,  and  continue  to  build  an  ongoing 
regional  network. 

There  will  be  a  panel,  “Organizing  for 
Reproductive  Freedom  on  Campus,”  in 
which  panelists  will  discuss  student  involve¬ 
ment  in  recent  organizing  efforts.  Student 
activists  from  diverse  campuses  will  talk 
about  fighting  racism  on  campuses,  oppos¬ 
ing  rape  and  sexual  harassment  and 
defeating  the  Bork  nomination  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  Another  panel,  “15  Years 
of  Legal  Abortion:  Still  Fighting  for 
Reproductive  Freedom,”  will  address  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  current  status  of  reproduc¬ 
tive  rights  for  poor  women,  women  of  color, 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Panelists  will  also 
discuss  the  possibilities  of  building  a 
reproductive  rights  movement  that  genuine¬ 
ly  represents  the  concerns  of  all  women. 
There  will  be  workshops  on  a  wide  range  of 
reproductive  rights  issues  including:  com¬ 
batting  infant  mortality;  new  reproductive 
technologies;  lesbian  and  gay  parenting 
issues;  AIDS  and  reproductive  rights; 
population  control;  sterilization  abuse 
among  Native  American  people;  disability 
rights  and  reproductive;  AIDS  and  third 
world  Communities. 

This  conference  is  free  and  open  to  the 
public.  Childcare  and  housing  are  available 
by  advance  registration.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call:  (413)  549-4600,  ext.  645. 

□  Marlene  Fried 

Stuff,  lick  and  stick 

BOSTON  —  You  never  know  what  may 
happen  on  a  Friday  night  at  GCN.... 

Many  GCN  readers  say  to  themselves 
“How  does  this  fascinating  and  vital 
publication  make  its  way  to  my  mailbox 
every  week?”  Human  beings  actually 
volunteer  to  come  into  the  office  and  stuff 
the  paper  into  the  envelope,  seal  it  and  apply 
the  mailing  label.  And  now  we  are  inviting 
YOU  to  participate  in  this  exciting  and 
fulfilling  process.  In  fact,  we  are  desperate 
for  volunteers  —  please  come  to  the  office 
on  Friday  afternoon  or  evening  and  help  get 
the  paper  (hot  off  the  presses)  out.  There’s 
food,  fun  folks  and  plenty  of  uncomplicated 
work.  We’ve  even  tossed  around  the  idea  of 
starting  “theme”  stuffing  nights.  Would 
you  be  interested  in  Leather  Night,  Softball 
Night,  or  Drag  Night?  How  about  Butch- 
Femme/Top-Bottom  Night,  Dyke  Night, 
J/O  Night?!?  Come  in  this  Friday  night  and 
give  us  your  theme  suggestions.  62  Berkeley 
Street  in  Boston’s  South  End,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T  stops.  426-4469. 
Come  on! 

□  Jennie  McKnight 
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numerous  vinegars  &  oils 

Bread  Crumbs 

over  50  cuts  of  pasta 

7  oz. 

many  other  gourmet 
items 

No  purchase 
Necessary 

Only  With  This 

Coupon 

Service  available  to:  small  stores, 

restaurants,  institutions. 

WHOLESALE  CALL  561-1122 

MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL  HOSPITAL 


AIDS  Clinical  Trials  Group 

HIV-Seroposi  five  7 
Interested  in  investigational 
drug  trials? 

WE  CURRENTLY  HAVE 
TRIALS  FOR: 

•  Healthy  Seropositives 

•  AIDS-Related  Complex 

•  AIDS 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 
CALL  726-5596  (1:00  -  4:00  pm) 


SUSAN  GREENWOOD,  LICSW 

Individual  and  group  therapy 
for  lesbians. 


Self-esteem,  coming  out, 
relationships,  substance  abuse, 
co-dependency,  fat  positive. 

Consultation,  training  and 
supervision  available. 

On  Redline  Free  Parking 

871-4987 


National  Women’s  Music  Festival, 
June  2-5,  Lucie  Blue  Tremblay, 
Deidre  McCalla,  Teresa  Trull, 
Rhiannon,  Connie  Kaldor, 
Casselberry  &  DuPree,  Kay 
Gardner,  MUSE,  Jasmine,  Diane 
Mariechild,  Shuli  Goodman, 
Diane  Stein,  Nurudafina  Pili 
Abena,  Sonia  Johnson,  Anne 
Wilson  Schaef,  Becky  Birtha, 
Leslea  Newman,  Karen  Lee 
Osborne,  Barbara  Wilson.  For 
Brochure:  NWMF,  PO  Box  5217, 
Bloomington,  IN  47407. 


Newsletters  sustain 
growing  PWA  networks... 


By  Chris  Bull 

NEW  YORK  —  Claiming  they  have  been 
ignored  by  the  government,  medical 
establishment  and  media,  the  growing 
number  of  politically  active  People  With 
AIDS  (PWAs)  have  developed  networks 
and  resources  of  their  own.  One  visible  ex¬ 
ample  of  PWA  activism  is  PWA  newslet¬ 
ters  which  have  sprung  up  around  the  coun¬ 
try  to  provide  vital  treatment  information  to 
the  estimated  24  thousand  PWAs  in  this 
country. 

“This  is  the  year  HIV  becomes  a  chronic 
infection  rather  than  a  deadly  disease.  The 
key  to  this  is  education  about  the  many 
treatments  available,  and  newsletters  play  an 
important  role  in  this  process,”  said  Martin 
Delaney  of  Project  Inform  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  He  said  that  the  federal  government 
and  medical  establishment  are  still  telling 
PWAs  nothing  can  be  done  for  them,  while 
effective  treatments  are  under-utilized. 

Several  of  the  newsletters  contain  calen¬ 
dar  listings,  resource  guides,  letters  to  the 
editor,  obituaries,  and  personal  accounts 
from  PWAs.  Many  focus  on  the  latest  infor¬ 
mation  on  alternative  treatments,  ex¬ 
perimental  drugs  and  clinical  trials. 

PWA  Coalition  Newsline  (see  story 
below),  which  has  more  than  doubled  in  size 
and  press  run  in  the  last  year,  distributes 
over  10,000  issues  every  month  to 
subscribers  throughout  the  country  as  well 
as  hospitals,  community  centers  and  clinics 
in  New  York  City. 

John  James,  publisher  of  AIDS  Treat¬ 
ment  News  (A  TN),  said  the  response  to  the 
newsletters  has  been  almost  unanimously 
positive  and  “illustrates  the  critical  dearth 
of  practical  treatment  information  felt  by 
patients  and  physicians  alike.”  PWAs  are 
taking  an  increasingly  participatory  role  in 
their  treatment,  creating  the  need  for  more 
information,  James  said  in  the  Feb.  26  issue 
of  A  TN. 

James  testified  before  the  Presidential 
Commission  on  AIDS  that  PWAs  “often 


become  experts  in  the  disease  and  potential 
treatment.  And  most  of  these  people  come 
to  feel  abandoned  and  betrayed  by  society. 
They  believe  that  many  physicians,  resear¬ 
chers,  and  officials  have  been  quick  to  write 
them  off  as  already  all  but  dead  —  despite  all 
the  unknowns  about  this  disease  which 
make  it  impossible  for  anyone  to  be  sure 
that  death  is  inevitable.  The  projected 
deaths  of  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  million 
Americans  seem  to  have  been  accepted  with 
surprising  equanimity  and  surprisingly  little 
sense  of  crisis  or  mobilization.” 

PWA  newsletters  help  PWAs  organize 
against  this  deadly  form  of  homophobia  by 
reaching  out  to  the  medical  profession  and 
straight  PWAs,  said  Michael  Callen, 
founder  of  Newsline. 

Richard  Haymes  of  the  Community  Health 
Project  in  New  York  said  the  newsletters  are 
an  essential  part  of  the  “self-empowerment 
health  movement,”  in  which  patients 
become  partners  with  their  doctors  in  the 
fight  against  AIDS,  instead  of  passively  ac¬ 
cepting  advice.  “Newsline  has  a  lot  to  do 
with  taking  charge  and  contributing  to  our 
own  health  maintenance.  People  are 
fighting  back,”  said  Haymes. 

Black  gay  AIDS  educator  Craig  Harris 
said  that  the  holistic  approach  to  health, 
promoted  by  the  newsletters,  is  an  especially 
important  message  for  minority  com¬ 
munities,  whose  access  to  medical  care  is 
often  minimal. 

PWA  activists  accused  the  mainstream  as 
well  as  gay  and  lesbian  press  of  either  ignor¬ 
ing  PWAs  or  spreading  misinformation 
about  AIDS.  They  said  that  with  few  excep¬ 
tions  the  gay  and  lesbian  press  has  failed  to 
cover  alternative  treatment  news,  drug  trials 
and  the  plight  of  PWAs,  leaving  PWAs  to 
fend  for  themselves.  Out  of  this  vacuum 
rose  Newsline,  said  editor  Max  Navarre. 
Although  Newsline  is  run  primarily  by  gay 
men,  it  is  able  to  reach  out  to  other  com- 
Continued  on  page  1 0 


...but  the  threat  of 
censorship  remains 


By  Chris  Bull 

NEW  YORK  —  The  February  edition  of 
New  York’s  People  With  AIDS  (PWA) 
Coalition  Newsline,  featuring  two  men  kiss¬ 
ing  outlined  by  a  bright  red  heart  on  its 
cover,  was  banned  from  several  distribution 
points  throughout  the  city  because  of  its  gay 
content,  according  to  Newsline  editor  Max 
Navarre. 

Navarre  told  GCN  that  several  hospitals 
and  medical  clinics,  including  St.  Clare’s 
Dental  Clinic  in  Manhattan,  rejected  the 
“Valentine”  issue  of  the  newsletter. 
Newsline  also  received  several  letters,  in¬ 
cluding  one  from  a  gay  AIDS  researcher  at 
Montefiore  Hospital,  criticizing  the  cover. 

Mario  Andriolo,  Director  of  Dentistry  at 
St.  Clare’s  Hospital  and  Health  Center,  call¬ 
ed  the  cover  “inappropriate”  and  said  that 
he  removed  it  from  a  bulletin  board  where  it 
was  on  display  with  other  information  for 
PWAs.  “The  journal  was  offensive  to  some 
patients,  to  women  with  AIDS,  IV  drugs 
users  and  their  families....  This  is  a  Catholic 
hospital.  The  Archdiocese  has  embraced  the 
AIDS  program  and  given  us  money,  without 
passing  judgment....  We  don’t  ask  people 
how  they  got  AIDS.  Nuns  and  even  the  Car¬ 
dinal  pass  through  the  clinic,”  said  An¬ 
driolo. 

Navarre  blasted  the  criticism  as  “the 
worst  kind  of  homophobia:  the  kind  that 
says  ‘We  think  it’s  okay  to  be  who  you  are 
but  please  don’t  force  us  to  look  at  it.’” 
Navarre,  in  an  impassioned  response  to  let¬ 
ters  critical  of  the  issue,  said  “The  fact  is 
that  gay  men  are  dying  in  the  thousands. 
The  fact  is  that  the  gay  community  has  con¬ 
tributed  much  to  relieve  the  suffering  of 
PWAs.  The  fact  is,  those  of  us  who  are  gay 
have  come  too  far  to  closet  ourselves  simp¬ 
ly  because  we  make  someone  uncomfor¬ 
table.  None  of  this  alters  the  fact  that 
women,  children  and  IV  drug  users  are  also 
living  with  AIDS.  But  1  would  be  appalled  to 
think  that  anyone  would  be  deprived  of 
valuable  information  in  the  Newsline 
because  they  feel  threatened  by  the  sexuality 


Controversial  newsletter  cover 


of  its  editor  or  its  contributors.  I  thought  we 
were  all  in  this  together.” 

In  New  York,  the  fastest  growing  group 
of  PWAs  are  IV  drug  users,  75  percent  of 
whom  are  Black  or  Latino,  according  to  the 
New  York  Department  of  Public  Health. 
While  the  rate  of  new  HIV  (the  virus  widely 
thought  to  cause  AIDS)  infections  in  urban 
gay  male  communities  has  been  significantly 
reduced,  infection  rates  among  IV  drug 
users  continue  to  increase. 

As  the  number  of  AIDS  cases  among  peo¬ 
ple  outside  the  gay  male  community  rises, 
many  AIDS  service  organizations  increas¬ 
ingly  find  themselves  providing  services  to 
non-gay  communities.  By  and  large,  accor¬ 
ding  to  AIDS  educators,  straight  PWAs  are 
receptive  to  gay-run  service  organizations. 
Martin  Delaney,  founder  of  Project  Inform 
in  San  Francisco,  told  GCN  “It  is 
reasonable  to  expect  a  second  wave  of  the 
Continued  on  page  10 


Welfare  rights  activists  call 
Duke’s  “miracle”  a  sham 

‘‘From  what  I  can  see,  gay  people  know  discrimination,  we 
know  pain .  Historically,  it's  always  a  lesbian,  or  a  woman, 
or  a  Black  person  up  front  and  leading  a  movement  for 
change.  We’ve  got  the  power.  We  just  want  the  world  to 
know.  ” 


—  Carol  Smith,  arrested  during  a  civil 
disobedience  at  Massachusettss  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis’  office  in  a  protest  calling 
for  increased  benefits  for  welfare  recepients 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  In  the  midst  of  Dukakis’  bid 
for  the  Democratic  presidential  nomination, 
opponents  of  the  governor  continue  to 
vocally  protest  his  policies.  Lesbians  and 
gay  men  who  have  decried  his  homophobic 
foster  care  position  and  his  failure  to  effec¬ 
tively  back  the  state  gay  rights  bill  are 
among  activists  now  focusing  anger  on  the 
Duke’s  disregard  for  welfare  recipients  and 
the  homeless.  They  charge  that  Dukakis’ 
much-touted  economic  “Massachusetts 
miracle”  is  a  sham,  given  that  state  welfare 
benefits  still  keep  poor  people  29  percent 
below  the  federal  poverty  level. 

“Dukakis  is  lying  through  his  teeth,”  said 
Grace  Ross,  who  works  for  the  Woman’s 
Alliance  in  Framingham,  an  organization 
focused  on  women’s  economic  issues. 
“He’s  running  for  president  on  the  backs  of 
poor  people.  His  ‘emergency  training’  pro¬ 
gram  is  just  cheap  labor  for  the  state  —  he’s 
funnelling  people  into  jobs  in  which  they 
can’t  raise  kids  or  pay  rent.” 

Ross,  a  lesbian  who  helped  organize  the 
National  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights,  was  one  of  20  protesters 
who  participated  in  civil  disobedience  at 
Dukakis’  office  at  the  State  House  on 
March  7.  Ross  estimates  that  at  least  twelve 
of  the  protesters  were  lesbians.  The  19 
women  and  one  man  were  arrested  for 
trespassing  when  they  refused  to  leave  the 
premises  at  the  close  of  the  business  day. 

The  arrests  followed  a  six  hour  sit-in 
where  protesters  demanded  an  increase  in 
benefits  for  welfare  recipients.  At  noon  that 
day,  approximately  300  others  —  mostly 
women  welfare  recipients  and  their  sup¬ 
porters  —  rallied  outside  the  State  House 
protesting  conditions  faced  by  poor  people 
in  Massachusetts. 

“People  on  welfare  are  discriminated 
against,  disrespected  and  verbally  abused,” 
said  Carol  Smith,  another  lesbian  from  the 
Framingham  Woman’s  Alliance  who  was 
arrested  at  the  protest.  She  explained  the 
demonstration  focused  on  demanding  that 
welfare  benefits  be  at  least  brought  up  to 
poverty  level,  though  protesters  expressed 
concern  about  a  myriad  of  other  issues  af¬ 
fecting  working  people  and  welfare  reci¬ 
pients.  They  claim  instances  of 
homelessness  and  infant  mortality  are  on  the 
rise  while  support  payments  don’t  even 
cover  basic  needs  of  food  and  shelter. 

According  to  figures  released  by  Charles 
Atkins,  commissioner  of  the  state’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Welfare,  the  Dukakis  ad¬ 
ministration  proposed  a  5.5  percent  increase 
in  payments  to  recipients  of  Aid  to  Families 
with  Dependent  Children  (AFDC)  for  the 
coming  fiscal  year.  The  projected  inflation 
rate  is  5.4  percent.  Atkins  further  stated  that 
state  benefits  have  risen  47  percent  since 
1983.  However,  Ross  reiterated  that  these 
benefits  still  keep  AFDC  recipients  nearly  30 
percent  below  federal  poverty  standards. 

‘  ‘The  benefits  are  just  barely  keeping  level 
with  inflation,”  she  said.  “They  haven’t 
helped  people  in  terms  of  spending  money.” 

Agreed  Colleen  Costa,  spokesperson 
from  the  Coalition  for  Basic  Human  Needs 
(CBHN),  a  Cambridge-based  welfare  rights 
group,  “With  the  current  rate  of  inflation 
and  the  loss  of  food  stamps  that  occurs  with 
each  welfare  grant  increase,  AFDC  reci¬ 
pients  would  lose  purchasing  power  under 
the  governor’s  proposal.” 

Ross  and  the  others  arrested  on  March  7 
for  civil  disobedience  were  dragged  by 
Capitol  police  officers  to  a  State  House 
hearing  room.  All  but  one  were  released  that 
night  on  $15  bail.  (One  demonstrator  was 
detained  at  the  Suffolk  County  jail  on  an 
outstanding  warrant.)  At  their  arraignment 
the  following  morning,  all  protesters  plead¬ 
ed  not  guilty  and  were  scheduled  for  trial 
dates  either  April  20  or  April  27. 

“The  protest  worked  excellently,”  Smith 
said.  “We  got  a  lot  of  press  and  a  lot  of  sup¬ 


port  from  observers.  It  was  a  good  thing  we 
did.  People  respect  you  for  letting  your 
voice  be  heard.” 

Ross  also  said  she  felt  the  demonstration 
was  effective  and  perceived  as  “people 
fighting  for  their  rights.”  She  explained, 
“The  press  attention  was  mediocre,  but  in 
working  on  welfare  rights  you  know  you’re 
doing  well  if  there’s  no  negative  press.  You 
know,  calling  people  ‘lazy’...  Instead,  we 
were  seen  as  advocating  a  civil  rights  issue.” 

Dottie  Stevens,  a  CBHN  member  who 
was  arrested,  said  she  thought  the 
demonstration  received  scanty  attention. 
“We  need  ongoing  focus  on  the  issues,” 
Stevens  stated.  “Dukakis’  so-called 
‘miracle’  is  totally  unacceptable.  We  want 
—  and  need  —  immediate  relief.” 

Stevens  said  that  CBHN  joined  with  other 
Massachusetts  groups  to  plan  the  State 
House  protest,  including  Women’s  Cam¬ 
paign  for  Social  Justice,  Massachusetts 
Coalition  for  the  Homeless,  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  and  the 
Alliance  for  Economic  Justice.  They  struc¬ 
tured  the  protest  as  a  mock  arrest  of 
Dukakis,  charging  the  governor  with  break¬ 
ing  the  law,  neglecting  children  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  and  bureaucratically  battering 
their  mothers. 

Explained  Stevens,  "The  court  ordered 
the  Dukakis  administration  to  request  fun¬ 
ding  from  the  legislature  for  significantly 
higher  grant  levels  so  that  families  would  not 
live  with  the  constant  threat  of 
homelessness.  The  administration  failed  — 
the  governor  is  breaking  the  law.” 

Stevens  refers  to  a  legal  battle  currently 
waged  against  the  state  by  CBHN  and  the 
Massachusetts  Coalition  for  the  Homeless. 
The  groups  sued  the  state  three  years  ago  for 
a  dramatic  rise  in  welfare  grants,  claiming 
the  Dukakis  administration  has  kept 
benefits  so  low  it  has  forced  some  recipients 
to  become  homeless.  They  received  an  initial 
judgment  in  their  favor  but  continue  to 
fight  since  the  State  has  not  complied  with 
the  judge’s  order.  Currently,  the  state 
Human  Services  Committee  is  holding  hear¬ 
ings  on  an  “Up  to  the  Poverty  Level”  bill 
supported  by  over  90  groups  advocating 
civil  rights  for  poor  people. 

On  March  14,  CBHN  and  the  other  plain¬ 
tiffs  received  another  technical  victory  in  a 
superior  court  judgment.  Judge  Charles  M. 
Grabau  ruled  that  a  recent  report  from  the 
welfare  department  on  the  condition  of 
poor  people  in  Massachusetts  was  insuffi¬ 
cient,  and  did  not  provide  the  legislature 
with  clear  or  accurate  information  on  how 
to  eliminate  the  problem  of  homelessness. 
The  plaintiffs  had  filed  a  motion  in  January 
asking  the  judge  to  require  the  state  to  end  a 
$5,000  gap  between  AFDC  benefits  and  the 
poverty  level.  Grabau’s  ruling  means 
Dukakis’  welfare  policies  could  face  public 
trial  as  early  as  June. 

Stevens  applauded  the  ruling,  though  she 
cautioned  it  does  not  yet  mean  an  increase  in 
cash  benefits.  “It’s  a  victory,  though,”  she 
said.  “It’s  allowed  us  to  go  further  in  our 
trial.  It’s  also  a  good  sign  that  interest  in  the 
‘Up  to  the  Poverty  Level’  movement  is 
growing  and  growing.” 

Added  Karen  Rock,  a  participant  in  the 
March  7  demonstration,  “Homelessness 
cannot  be  prevented  by  punitive  welfare 
reforms  which  drive  mothers  into  low- 
paying  jobs.  [Welfare  grants]  are  not  unlike 
provisions  afforded  concentration  camp 
victims,  devised  to  keep  humans  teetering 
on  the  brink  of  survival.” 

Ross  furthermore  explained  that  rights 
for  poor  and  homeless  people  are  very  much 
women’s  issues.  “Welfare  recipients  are 
penalized  because  they’re  doing  women’s 
work,”  she  said.  “They  are  often  single 
mothers  with  kids,  many  are  lesbians. 
They’re  doing  child-rearing  —  a  job  that’s 
not  even  considered  a  job.  It’s  just  so  far  out 
of  people’s  consciousness.  The  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  problems  faced  are  on  such  a  grand 
scale.” 

Strong  alliances  exist  between  lesbian  and 
gay  activists  and  welfare  rights  advocates, 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board 
of  directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  “editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  (‘indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


Help! 

GCN  desperately  needs  volunteers  to 
help  mail  the  paper  out  to  its  thou¬ 
sands  of  subscribers  across  the  coun¬ 
try.  Please  stop  by  our  office  to  meet 
staff  and  volunteers,  discuss  politics 
and  stuff  envelopes.  Anytime  from 
3-9pm  each  and  every  Friday.  Refresh¬ 
ments  provided. 

GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Love,  strength  and  victory  to 
the  Gallaudet  protesters 

Dear  GCN : 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  solidarity  with 
the  struggle  of  deaf  and  hearing-impaired 
people  at  Gallaudet  University  to  determine 
their  own  lives  and  to  control  a  university 
which  was  created  for  their  advancement. 

The  demands  of  the  struggling  students, 
faculty  and  staff  and  their  supporters  are: 

•the  resignation  of  the  newly-appointed 
University  President  Elisabeth  Ann  Zinser, 
who  is  non-deaf,  and  does  not  know  sign 
language 

•the  resignation  of  Board  Chair  Jane 
Bassett  Spilman 

•the  appointment  of  a  qualified  DEAF 
president  and  the  creation  of  a  51%  majori¬ 
ty  of  deaf  and  hearing-impaired  people  on 
the  Board 

•a  policy  of  no  reprisals  against  any  of  the 
protesting  students,  staff,  or  faculty. 

This  protest  is  not  over  the  qualifications 
of  the  newly-appointed  President.  Rather  it 
is  over  the  right  of  the  deaf  to  control  their 
own  lives.  Gallaudet  has  never  in  its 
124-year  history  had  a  deaf  president  and 
never  have  deaf  or  hearing-impaired  people 
had  a  majority  on  the  University  Board. 
That  time  has  now  come. 

Historically,  physically  and  mentally 
disabled  people  have  had  our  lives  determin¬ 
ed  for  us  by  well-meaning  and  not-so-well- 
meaning  non-disabled  people  (I  am  disabled 
with  Cerebral  Palsy).  You  all  tell  us  that 
some  day  we’ll  get  what  we  want.  Some  day 
there  will  be  a  deaf  president  at  Gallaudet  — 
that  day  must  be  TODAY. 

My  disabled  brothers,  sisters  and  our  sup¬ 
porters  be  excited.  We  can  control  our  own 
lives.  The  protests  at  Gallaudet  are  part  of  a 
continuing  struggle  for  our  freedom  and  our 
right  to  self-determination.  To  the  pro¬ 
testers:  much  love,  much  strength,  peace 
and  victory.  YOU  WILL  WIN. 

DEAF  PREZ  NOW!!! 

In  struggle 
Larry  Roberts 
Ithaca,  NY 

Coordinating  Editor’s  note:  On  Monday 
March  14,  the  Gallaudet  Board  of  Trustees 
announced  the  hiring  of  a  deaf  president, 
the  resignation  of  Spilman,  and  the  creation 
of  a  deaf -controlled  committee  to  appoint  a 
majority  of  deaf  people  to  the  Board. 


The  only  “gay”  book  I’m 
ashamed  for  straight  people  to 
read 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  Charley  Shively’s  on- 
target  review  of  Randy  Shilts’  And  the  Band 
Played  On.  I  too  found  Shilt’s  book 
noisome  in  the  extreme.  It  isn’t  only  that 
And  the  Band  Played  On  makes  offensive 
arguments.  The  problem  is,  Shilts  makes 
almost  no  arguments  straight  out,  in  his  own 
voice.  Instead,  he  uses  sarcasm  and  an  entire 
ragbag  of  novelistic  gimmicks  to  do  his  dirty 
work  for  him.  However,  if  he  will  use  the 


novelist’s  technique,  he  must  expect  his 
work  to  receive  the  same  sort  of  analysis  as 
any  other  novel. 

For  instance,  while  Shilts  is  indeed  careful 
to  present  both  sides  of  every  question,  the 
persons  his  book  chooses  to  present  the 
arguments  with  which  he  disagrees  have  a 
tendency  to  develop  AIDS  two  or  three 
pages  later  —  and  sometimes  sooner  than 
that,  just  so  we  won’t  miss  the  point: 

“A  passionate  devotee  of  sexual  libera¬ 
tion,  Gary  believed  that  promiscuity  was  a 
means  to  exorcise  the  guilt  and  self¬ 
alienation  ingrained  in  all  gay  men  by  a 
heterosexual  society  clinging  to  the  obsolete 
values  of  monogamy.  Privately,  Gary 
thought  people  who  didn’t  like  a  lot  of  sex 
were  just  plain  boring.  Life  was  for  learning, 
he  lectured  Joe,  and  sex  was  as  legitimate  a 
learning  tool  as  anything  else. 

“Over  lunch,  the  pair  planned  a  weekend 
trip  to  the  gay  resort  area  on  the  Russian 
River,  an  hour’s  drive  north  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Joe  wasn’t  surprised  when  Gary 
canceled,  complaining  of  a  yeast  infection  in 
his  mouth.  Gary  always  seemed  to  be  getting 
something.”  (pp.  89-90) 

In  And  the  Band  Played  On  AIDS  is 
clearly  the  vehicle  of  punishment  for  those 
possessing  views  with  which  Shilts  disagrees. 
It  follows  that  his  sympathy  for  PWAs  is 
necessarily  limited.  And,  indeed,  in  this 
book,  PWAs  come  in  for  a  strong  dose  of 
guilt  by  innuendo  about  their  pre-AIDS 
lifestyles.  Witness  the  unfortunate  who  had 
a  beard  “like  the  chin  strap  on  some  Nazi 
helmet.”  (p.  46)  Shilts’  PWAs  had  not 
merely  had  sex,  they’d  “cavorted.”  (p.  147) 
They  were  the  sort  of  people  who’d  hung 
out  in  bars  “where  your  feet  stick  to  the 
floor.”  (p.  86)  And  worse,  our  author  sees 
the  moral  responsibility  for  their  misfortune 
as  firmly  their  own;  the  sexual  freedom  of 
the  ’70s  was  pure  recklessness  —  “dancing 
in  the  freeway.”  (pp.  153,  161) 

It’s  a  natural  result  of  such  an  attitude 
that  Shilts  should  view  all  arguments  in 
favor  of  dignity  and  human  rights  for 
PWAs  with  contempt.  Confidentiality  for 
them  becomes  superfluous:  “After  all,  the 
people  on  the  lists  were  dying  —  it  wasn’t  as 
though  they  would  be  around  for  years  to 
suffer  ignominy.”  (p.  326)  In  other  words 
PWAs  don’t  need  rights;  they’re  going  to 
die  soon  anyway.  And  on  page  454  we  see 
Shilts  seeming  to  favor  contact  tracing  as 
well.  I  say  “seeming”  because  Shilts  does 
not  dare  to  make  such  arguments  straight 
out.  I  can  understand  why  he  prefers  to 
argue  by  sarcasm  and  innuendo;  by  placing 
his  venom  in  the  minds  and  mouths  of 
others,  some  of  whom  are  dead,  he  creates 
the  sham  semblance  of  dispassionate  presen¬ 
tation  with  which  he  attempts  to  evade 
responsibility  for  his  unsavory  convictions. 

Do  we  really,  at  this  late  stage  of  the 
game,  need  to  rehearse  the  necessity  for 
human  rights?  What  good  are  gay  rights  if 
we’re  all  dead,  Shilts  asks  over  and  over 
again,  (p.  236,  etc.)  And  yet,  nothing  in  this 
life  is  that  simple,  and  lack  of  rights  and 
human  dignity  kills  just  as  surely  as  does 
AIDS  itself.  One  doesn’t  have  to  be  all  that 
old  to  remember  the  bad  old  days  before  gay 
liberation,  when  public  exposure  often 
meant  the  loss  of  one’s  family,  friends,  job, 
apartment  —  in  short,  total  ostracization. 
The  ensuing  suicides  and  institutionaliza¬ 
tions  from  all  the  stresses  of  living  double 
lives  were  frequent  enough  that  one  of  the 
cruel  and  most  ironical  slanders  of  the 
gay  stereotype  was  that  gay  people  were  by 
nature  chronically  depressed,  neurotic  and 
suicide  prone!  And  to  cite  a  related  contem¬ 
porary  example,  I’ve  heard  of  a  current 
study  showing  PWAs  in  New  york  more 
than  sixty  times  as  likely  to  commit  suicide 
as  the  general  population.  Considering  the 
lack  of  support  services,  of  basic  human 
respect,  and  again,  the  ostracization  PWAs 
receive  in  that  city  (and  in  many  places), 
their  despair  is  understandable;  thus  the 
tragedy  deepens.  What  are  we  to  say  when 
people  like  Shilts  are  handling  their  PR? 

Why,  one  has  to  wonder,  was  And  the 
Band  Played  On  written  at  all?  If,  with  the 
exception  of  the  few  who  would  seem  to 
have  been  his  personal  friends,  Shilts 
despises  PWAs,  whom  does  he  admire? 
Why,  the  very  doctors  and  public  health  of¬ 
ficials  his  book  is  promoted  as  criticizing! 
Whereas  PWAs  in  his  book  are  generally 
sleazy,  the  establishment  types  are  well- 
groomed,  brilliant,  and  organize  their  notes 
in  neat  stacks  of  manilla  File  folders.  These 
“young,  handsome  doctors”  (a  phrase 
which  occurs  repeatedly)  struggle  valiantly 
on  in  the  face  of  pusillanimous  resistance 
from  “the  politically  correct  bimbos  who 
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made  such  fools  out  of  themselves  in  gay 
leadership  conferences.”  (p.  179)  And  when 
Shilts  does  actually  criticize  the  straight 
establishment  and  its  institutions,  more 
often  than  not  he  arranges  matters  so  that 
no  single  individual  is  seen  to  be  at  fault. 
Why  does  he  cover  for  these  people?  Why 
does  he  flatter  and  lionize  them?  Is  it  that, 
unlike  the  dead  PWAs  he  smears  by  name, 
they  are  alive  and  able  to  sue?  Or  is  he  just 
rewarding  his  sources  on  which  his  career  as 
a  reporter  has  depended? 

While,  especially  in  its  second  half,  And 
the  Band  Played  On  does  indeed  contain 
some  useful  information  about  governmen¬ 
tal  and  institutional  ineptitude  and 
malfeasance  in  response  to  the  AIDS  crisis,  I 
find  it  impossible  to  forgive  Shilts  the  over¬ 
whelming  amount  of  compassionless,  ex¬ 
ploitive,  bootlicking  bullshit  I  had  to 
stomach  to  get  at  it.  I  cannot  recommend 
the  effort  to  anyone  else.  It  just  isn’t  worth 
it. 

And  the  Band  Played  On  is  very  clearly  in¬ 
tended  for  consumption  by  mainstream 
society.  About  the  best  that  can  be  said  for  it 
is  that  its  author  likely  felt  his  message  Stood 
a  better  chance  of  acceptance  if  he  did  not 
tamper  with  the  traditional  contempt  in 
which  mainstream  society  holds  us.  And 
yet,  in  pandering  to  this  contempt  as  he 
does,  in  reinforcing  the  mainstream’s 
tendency  to  despise  the  gay  community  in 
general  and  gay  PWAs  in  particualr  as 
responsible  for  and  fully  deserving  of  their 
unlucky  situation,  Shilts  negates  the  value 
of  what  useful  work  the  book  contains,  and 
ensures  that  PWAs  will  derive  no  benefit 
from  it. 

It  is  ironic  this  book  should  come  out  of 
that  section  of  the  gay  community  most 
concerned  with  straight  society’s  opinion  of 
us.  With  its  lack  of  compassion,  mega¬ 
dosage  of  backbiting,  and  total  disregard 
for  human  rights  in  general  and  the  gay 
rights  agenda  in  particular,  this  is  the  only 
“gay”  book  I’ve  ever  seen  I  am  truly  asham¬ 
ed  to  think  straight  people  might  read. 

_  Bill  Leubrie 

Chicago,  1L 

Sex,  drugs,  gossip  and  very 
little  love 

Dear  GCN: 

This  letter  is  to  the  gay  prisoners  who  are 
caught  up  in  the  prison  ways.  I’m  presently 
incarcerated  in  Oklahoma  and  have  been 
here  for  3  Vi  years.  I’ve  seen  many  gays  and 
they  are  in  a  thing  really  like  a  slavery  deal. 
They  come  to  prison  and  feel  they  have  to 
get  a  Daddy  (prison  word  for  a  Pimp,  in 
basic  words)  and  move  in  with  him  and  he’s 
your  protection.  And  to  pay  for  this  you 
give  up  your  ass  and  suck  him  off  when  he  or 
his  friends  want.  Then  when  your  Daddy 
gets  tired  of  you  or  transfers  to  another 
place,  you  go  out  and  get  another  Daddy. 
These  so-called  Daddies  don’t  give  a  damn 
about  you  or  your  personal  life.  All  they 
care  about  is  getting  a  nut  when  they  want  it. 
There’s  fights  and  killings  and  constant  pro¬ 
blems  caused.  There’s  very  little  love  in 
prison. 

What  runs  prison  is  1st  Sex,  2nd  Drugs, 
and  3rd  Gossip.  We  gay  men  can’t  stick 
together  because  we’re  too  busy  giving  up 
our  asses  for  drugs  and  safety  and  com¬ 
peting  against  each  other  to  see  who  can 
look  the  best  and  make  the  most  money 
(pennies). 

Why  can’t  we  find  a  lover  who  would  take 
care  of  us  and  we  could  please  each  other 
both  mentally  and  sexually.  These  guys  in 
here  are  too  scared  to  love  anyone  because 
in  here  that’d  be  taken  for  a  weakness. 

We  need  to  draw  some  lines  and  say  ‘This 
is  where  it  stops’  and  be  ready  to  stand  firm, 
because  you  know  how  serious  these 
animals  can  take  things.  Ask  yourself,  is  it 
worth  it? 

I’d  love  to  hear  from  any  gay  males  will¬ 
ing  to  write. 

Thank  you, 
David  Vanderburg 
135759 

—  PO  Box  97 

McAlester,  OK  74501 


on  Washington  is  that  1)  any  of  the 
presidential  candidates  would  have  been 
welcome;  and  2)  Jesse  distinguished  himself 
as  a  candidate  by  his  appearance  that  day. 

Now  look,  either  Jesse  was  invited 
because  he  is  a  civil  rights  activist  (the  March 
committee’s  explanation  at  the  time)  or  he 
was  invited  because  he  was  the  March  com¬ 
mittee’s  candidate  of  choice  (not  yet  public¬ 
ly  stated)  or  both.  But  never,  never  has  the 
March  committee  said  publicly  that  invita¬ 
tions  'were  extended  to  all  candidates  (Pat 
Robertson?!?  Get  a  grip!)  and  that  only 
Jesse  accepted.  If  in  fact,  that’s  what  hap¬ 
pened,  the  March  committee  would  do  us  all 
a  favor  by  saying  so.  If  it  ain’t  so,  I’d  prefer 
not  to  see  that  implied  in  an  ad  supporting 
Jackson. 

I  hate  to  be  a  nitpicker,  but  we  all  know 
that  Dukaka  and  his  crowd  are  telling  some 
outright  lies  about  his  “support”  for  lesbian 
and  gay  rights.  Jackson’s  positions  on  the 
issues  speak  loudly  and  clearly.  We  don’t 
need  to  embellish  his  appearace  at  the 
March.  He  was  the  only  candidate  invited. 
He  was  the  only  candidate  who  spoke.  And 
of  all  the  presidential  candidates,  he  is  the 
best  and  most  forceful  advocate  for  les¬ 
bians,  gay  men  and  people  with  AIDS.  I’m 
gonna  vote  for  him.  I  hope  all  of  us  vote  for 
him.  And  I  hope  he  wins. 

Thanks, 

_  Sue  Hyde 

Washington,  DC 

GCN  job 
Openings 

■  ART  DIRECTOR  (available  mid-April):  Main¬ 
tain  overall  design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on  production 
night.  Design  centerspreads  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artists),  weekly  display  advertis¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  promotional  materials,  pamphlets, 
etc.  Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production  and 
printing  techniques,  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred,  but  training  is  available. 

■  COORDINATING  EDITOR:  (available  late 
April):  Coordinate  paper's  overall  adminis¬ 
trative/financial  affairs  and  fundraising  activities. 
Prepare  editorial/letters  pages.  Serve  as  liaison  with 
board,  and,  as  necessary,  serve  as  paper’s 
spokesperson/representative.  Qualifications: 
Strong  administrative,  organizational,  interpersonal 
and  fundraising  skills.  Familiarity  with  GCN 
preferable. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay / 
lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to  the 
collective  decision-making  process. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week  and 
include  health/life  insurance,  routine  health  care 
through  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  sick 
leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers 
staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

■  FREELANCE,  PART-TIME  TYPESET- 
TER:  Coordinate  the  paper's  revenue-producing, 
outside  typesetting  business.  Responsibilities: 
Typeset  outside  work  and  schedule  other  typeset¬ 
ters;  oversee  and  develop  the  business;  keep  staff 
informed.  Qualifications:  Good  typesetting  skills, 
preferably  on  a  Compugraphic  Editwriter  7500,  and 
strong  organizational  skills  with  attention  to  detail. 
Familiarity  with  GCN  strongly  preferred. 
Knowledge  of  progressive  movements  helpful. 
Hours:  20  +  /month  (evenings,  Friday,  or 
weekends).  Salary:  $8- 1 0/hour  with  some  benefits. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send  resume 
and  cover  letter  by  March  31  to  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Don’t  embellish  Jackson,  but 
do  vote  for  him 

Dear  GCN: 

Glad  to  see  the  signature  ad  in  this  week’s 
paper  supporting  Jesse  Jackson’s  campaign 
to  reside  in  the  house  on  Pennsylvania 
Avenue.  But ,  I  was  surprised  to  see  that  the 
new  line  on  Jesse’s  appearance  at  the  March 


SPEAKING  OUT 


National  AIDS  actions: 
formulating  local 
strategies 


By  the  ACT-NOW  subcommittee  of  MASS 
ACT  OUT 

There  have  recently  been  reports  and  ads 
in  the  gay  press  about  the  upcoming  na¬ 
tionally  coordinated  AIDS  actions  planned 
for  the  last  week  of  April  and  the  first  week 
of  May  by  a  new  ad  hoc  group  called  ACT 
NOW.  Boston’s  MASS  ACT  OUT  and 
ACT  UP  are  connected  to  the  national 
work.  We  at  ACT  OUT  are  very  excited 
about  the  potential  of  these  actions  to  put 
AIDS  on  the  national  agenda,  particularly 
as  the  presidential  race  heats  up.  We  will 
soon  be  publicizing  our  plans  for  Boston  ac¬ 
tions. 

In  the  meantime,  we  wanted  to  share  with 
the  community  a  debate  that  is  going  on  in¬ 
side  the  Network  about  the  formulation  of 
the  actions.  We  think  some  of  the  issues  that 
have  arisen  will  continue  to  shape  AIDS 
organizing  in  the  future.  The  following  is  an 
edited  version  of  a  letter  sent  to  the  national 
steering  committee  raising  our  concerns. 

We  write  from  a  newly-formed  Boston 
group  called  MASS  ACT  OUT  to  express 
our  interest  in  national  organizing  around 
AIDS,  to  raise  some  issues  with  the  formula¬ 
tion  of  the  Spring  actions,  and  to  suggest  an 
alternative  approach  for  the  Network  to 
consider. 

We  believe  that  setting  up  the  days  by  the 
theme  of  constituency  groups  leaves  intact 
some  of  the  notions  that  have  hampered  ef¬ 
forts  to  educate  and  organize.  Too  often 
AIDS  became  associated  with  a  “kind  of 
person”  rather  than  a  particular  behavior 
that  allows  transmission  of  a  virus.  Even 
once  the  original  idea  of  “risk  groups”  was 
challenged,  the  association  remained  bet¬ 
ween  AIDS  and  immorality,  promiscuity, 
uncleanness,  and  deviance.  Furthermore, 
those  associations  reinforce  already  existing 
bigotry  against  groups  that  contain  a  higher 
proportion  of  people  with  AIDS.  The  nine 
days,  at  a  glance,  suggest  that  there  are  types 
of  people  and  locations  (prison,  the  ghetto, 
on  campus,  in  gay  communities)  where 
AIDS  can  be  found.  That  formula¬ 
tion  permits  the  illusion  that  avoidance  of 
those  places  or  people  will  keep  one  safe. 

Organizing  according  to  these  groups  also 
hardens  some  of  the  divisions  between  them 
and  accepts  some  of  the  stereotypes  that  ex¬ 
ist  in  the  popular  consciousness  about  who 
gets  AIDS  and  why.  For  instance,  only 
under  the  heading  “AIDS  in  the  Ghetto, 
Barrio  and  Reservation”  is  there  mention  of 
i.v.  drug  use.  It  seems  that  would  be  as  rele¬ 
vant  under  “AIDS,  Gay  Men  and 
Homophobia,”  “AIDS  and  Women,”  and 
“AIDS  on  Campus.”  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  no  mention  of  sexuality  (gay  or 
straight)  under  “Ghetto,  Barrio  and  Reser¬ 
vation,”  although  studies  show  that  bet¬ 
ween  40  and  60  percent  of  men  of  color  with 
AIDS  were  infected  by  means  other  than  i.v. 
drug  use. 

We  were  also  concerned  about  the 
language  “ghetto,  barrio  and  reservation” 
as  an  attempt  to  represent  people  of  color, 
especially  since  issues  of  race  do  not  emerge 
sharply  in  any  of  the  other  categories  except 
“AIDS:  a  Worldwide  Crisis.”  First,  not  all 
people  of  color  live  in  ghettos,  barrios  or 
reservations.  Second,  the  issues  that  face 
communities  of  color  in  coming  to  terms 
with  this  epidemic  are  quite  particular,  and 
not  recognized  in  a  formulation  that  lumps 
them  all  together  as  “non-white.”  Dif¬ 
ference  in  family  structures,  religious 
values,  attitudes  toward  and  practices  of 
homosexuality,  i.v.  drug  use,  and  bisexuali¬ 
ty  emerge  as  each  community  has  tried  to 
define  a  culturally  relevant  response  to 
AIDS.  The  black  community,  for  example, 
faces  a  particular  legacy  of  an  early  associa¬ 
tion  between  AIDS,  Africa  and  monkeys,  as 
well  as  a  historical  association  between  race, 
promiscuous  sexuality  and  disease  in  the 
U.S.  —  the  underpinnings  that  made  possi¬ 
ble  the  notorious  40-year  Tuskegee  ex¬ 
periments. 

We  wondered  if  this  pointed  to  a  larger 
problem  with  both  the  National  Network 
and  local  groups,  certainly  one  we  ex¬ 
perience  in  Boston.  That  is,  that  the  organiz¬ 


ing  around  AIDS  is  fairly  fragmented  in  the 
black  and  latin  communities.  Alliances  are 
difficult  to  build  between  established 
groups,  primarily  gay,  and  people  in  those 
communities.  Given  this,  definitions  seem 
one  place  we  want  to  be  particularly  careful. 

It  begins  perhaps  with  checking  out  who  is 
represented  in  decision-making  bodies  or 
groups  that  are  defining  actions. 

In  Boston  we  are  at  a  very  early  stage, 
both  as  an  organization  and  in  terms  of 
building  coalitions  and  alliances  with  other 
groups.  Because  of  this,  one  of  our  early 
decisions  regarding  the  spring  actions  was 
that  we  would  not  plan  any  actions  that 
speak  for  groups  of  people,  unless  they  are 
well  represented  in  MASS  ACT  OUT  or  are 
an  active  part  of  planning  the  event.  We 
would  like  to  hear  from  other  groups  who 
have  more  developed  relationships  with 
various  community  groups  to  find  out  more 
about  your  experiences.  Perhaps  the  Net¬ 
work  could  play  the  useful  role  of  sharing 
information  about  what  collaborative 
organizing  strategies  work  in  various  com¬ 
munities. 

We  don’t  want  to  present  our 
disagreements  in  a  vacuum.  We  spent  some 
time  thinking  about  what  would  be  an  alter¬ 
native  framework  for  local  groups  to  use  in 
formulating  plans  and  actions.  We  imagined 
it  would  work  best  to  define  a  period  of  time 
for  actions  across  the  country,  pose  some 
general  goals  and  themes  for  actions,  pose 
some  important  questions  to  ask  about  these 
themes,  and  place  a  lot  of  emphasis  on  local 
autonomy,  with  communication  between 
various  communities  by  network  mailings. 

Within  that  framework,  communities 
would  need  to  engage  in  a  process  of 
research  and  education  to  determine  the 
issues  around  AIDS  which  are  important  to 
address  in  their  community,  and  which  are 
do-able  by  local  organizations.  One  way  in 
which  we  have  considered  shaping  our  ac¬ 
tions  in  Boston  is  to  consider  two  factors: 
AIDS-related  issues,  and  the  differing  ways 
they  manifest  themselves  in  various  local 
communities. 

What  might  it  mean,  for  instance,  to  con¬ 
sider  the  most  effective  safe  sex  education 
for  heterosexual  women,  for  black  gay  men, 
for  teenagers  from  a  variety  of 
backgrounds,  with  a  million  languages 
about  sex?  What  are  the  different  kinds  of 
pressures  experienced  as  the  insurance  in¬ 
dustry  tries  to  make  testing  a  requirement? 
For  communities  that  can  be  red-lined?  For 
gay  businesses?  For  the  black  community 
that  uses  life  insurance  as  a  form  of  equity? 
When  those  questions  are  answered,  what 
kind  of  actions  emerge?  What  kind  of 
research  needs  to  happen  in  order  to  write 
leaflets?  What  kinds  of  groups  do  we  need 
to  hook  up  with?  How  do  we  formulate  our 
goals  and  demands? 

These  are  some  of  our  early  organizing 
thoughts.  Central  to  our  thinking  is  the  need  , 
to  select  AIDS-related  issues  that  are  mean¬ 
ingful  at  the  local  level,  and  that  lead  us  to 
examine  the  role  of  race,  gender,  culture  and 
economics  in  shaping  our  experience  of  this 
epidemic. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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Like  a  cat,  Luci  crawled  among  the  branches  towards  this  woman 
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Sweet  lust  funky  kink 

GALA  artists  offer  panty-crushed  pubic  hair,  bearded  men 
in  dresses 


GALA:  Gay  and  Lesbian  Artists  at  Mass.  Art 
present  Mixed  Media.  Organized  by  Holly 
Jaynes,  Andrew  Shea,  Wendy-Bennet  Alder,  James 
Lewko  and  Paul  Morin.  At  Mass.  College  of  Art. 
Feb.  22-26. 

By  Wickie  Stamps 

Pink-framed  black  triangles  pointed  the 
way  to  a  mixed  media  extravaganza  of 
lesbian  and  gay  art  sponsored  by  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Artists  of  Mass.  College  of 
Art  (GALA).  Since  its  formation  in  1985, 
GALA  has  managed  —  despite  its  low 
budget  and  homophobic  attacks  —  to  not 
only  offer  creative  gay  art  to  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  but  also  to  support  lesbian  and  gay 
artists.  Last  month’s  offering  of  the  work  of 
more  than  20  artists  shared  visions  of  our 
lives,  sexuality  and  struggles  through  oils, 
neon,  graffiti  and  photos. 

Viewers  entering  the  exhibit  are  quickly 
introduced  to  Ingrid  Sell’s  oils,  which  seems 
to  turn  on  the  theme  of  alienation.  Especial - 
!y  enticing  is  her  untitled  oil  of  a 
woman’s  lower  body  clasped 
■'  unto  itself.  The  piece  evokes 
IlSliilSi  femaleness  objectified,  but 
through  choice  of  pose  and  color,  also  pro¬ 
jects  lewd,  Rubenesque  eroticism. 

Aptly  situated  amidst  these  works  was 
M.M.  Batelle’s  “Dykology:  Layers  of 
Belonging.”  Continuing  the  theme  of 
alienation,  this  photographic  portrait  is  of  a 
young  butch  woman  leaning  up  against  a 
wall.  Batelle  effectively  highlights  some  fun¬ 
damental  components  of  lesbianism  for 
many  of  us:  butchiness,  isolation,  exhaus¬ 
tion,  image-consciousness,  but  ultimately, 
determination  in  the  world.  In  contrast  are 
Lianne  Ames’  photos,  the  most  memorable 
of  which  is  her  untitled  anorexic  nude.  Prone, 
arms  hyper-arched,  the  portrait  exudes 
tense,  exposed  sexuality. 

Andrew  F.  Shea’s  versatile,  experimental 
art  offers  a  silent  and  soothing  presence, 
particularly  his  lavender  and  black  three- 
panel  screen.  A  later  work,  full  of  red, 
orange  and  yellows,  captures  two  young 
men’s  expression  of  refreshing  naivete  in 
these  not  so  naive  times  of  AIDS. 

Through  candied  hearts,  pencil,  photos, 
crystals,  rocks,  childhood  matchbox  objects 
and  canvass  we  meet  the  New  Age  camp  of 
Holly  Jaynes.  Woolworth  rubber  dinosaurs 
stalk  small  figurines,  including  some  of  drag 
queens,  and  lightly  satirize  our  childhood 
monster  fears.  The  crystals  hanging  over  the 
Stephen  King  exposed  backs  mit  beast  ap¬ 
proaching  speak  to  our  faith  in  protective 
powers.  Hurray  for  Jaynes’  use  of  feminist 
symbols  to  protect  our  brothers. 

Colorful,  vibrant  and  full  of  movement. 
These  words  describe  the  photos  of  Berta 
Daniels.  Encapsulated  and  frozen  in  splayed 
leg  partitions  are  works  of  activism  in  ac¬ 
tion.  “Bible  Thumpers,”  full  of  police, 
repentance  and  redemption,  is  intense  in 
content,  color  and  camera  technique. 

Barbara  Stout’s  orange,  lavender  and  red 
papier  mache  labias  are  enticing,  although 
the  jokers  and  bingo  cards  buried  deep  in 
the  cunt  smack  of  misogynistic  metaphors. 
The  pretty  pussies  also  provide  an  in¬ 
teresting  counterpoint  to  Daniels’  art  of 
political  strife. 

A  creature  dreamed  up  by  Patricia 
DeLuce  is  truly  a  close  encounter  of  the 
neon  kind.  Concocted  of  bright  arching 


lavenders,  gray  blues,  lime  green  and 
bulbous  things,  “Argon/Argon  w/Mer- 
cury /Plexiglas”  seems  to  almost  hum. ..jazz 
perhaps.  The  only  neon  sculpture  in  the 
show,  the  piece  is  provocative  yet  restful, 
allowing  viewers  a  cool  breath  and  a  pause. 

Pubic  hair.  Hennaed,  panty-crushed 
pubic  hair  draped  on  cold,  skin-covered 
oatmeal.  Meet  the  fabric  creations  of  Wen¬ 
dy  Bennet-Alder.  “Two  Women-Another 
Conversation”  is  Bennet-Alder’s  pubic  hair 
bundle  of  thread  and  cloth.  And  you  can 
almost  taste  the  buttery  sweetness  in 
“Oatmeal  and  Brown  Sugar.” 

Photographer  Debra  Samdperil  shows  us 
a  different  form  of  lesbian  conversation. 
Her  depiction  of  intimately  embracing 
women  is  full  of  hair,  skin  and  shoulders. 
Especially  strong  is  “The  March,”  captur¬ 
ing  bare  chested  leather  harnessed  men  and 
skirted  women.  Similarly,  AJ  Winn’s  shots 
of  two  entwined,  bearded  men  provide  im¬ 
ages  too  rarely  seen. 

The  large  oils  of  Michael  McConnell  are 
flat,  empty-eyed  and  tortuous.  “Naked 
Clown  1”  is  full  of  blackness  and  discarded 
passivity;  “Naked  Clown  3”  is  laced  with 
lavenders  and  orange  nipples.  We  see  a 
female,  in  clown-nosed  drag,  massive  legs 
prone,  open,  exposed.  Has  she  been  vic¬ 
timized  or  has  she  chosen  to  surrender? 

Sliced  out  of  nowhere  come  the  photo  col¬ 
lages,  Monty  Python  vintage,  of  Keith  Mad- 
dy.  Two  8x11  wacko-packed  sci-fic  camp 
creations  a  la  ’60s  bad  boy  Peter  Max  are 
glass-framed  conceptual  pieces  screaming 
yellow  submarine  melodies.  Fish-headed 
men  hang  out  in  junk-filled  poppy  fields, 
bearded  men  appear  in  dresses,  swine  sur¬ 
round  clergy. 

Sticks  and  stones  can  break  us  and  graffiti 
can  twist  and  pinch  us.  But  somehow,  Gary 
Leibowitz  entices  us  to  approach  the  unap¬ 
proachable  and  pursue  the  reprehensible. 
We  are  encouraged  to  claim  the  ugly  legacy 
of  names  hurled  at  us,  torn  cardboard  and 
white  walls  covered  with  red  childishly  etch¬ 
ed  slander  like  “candy  ass.”  The  six-word 
piece,  “dear  jane,  are  you  still  a  homo?” 
airs  collective  shame,  pointing  to  the  com¬ 
monality  of  self-loathing  while  disarming 
this  dangerous  tool. 

A  photo  by  Jay  Sullivan  contrasts  sharply 
with  the  works  of  Leibowitz.  Our  choice  of 
same  sex  love  is  validated  through  the  in¬ 
terlocking  arms  of  two  men  who  seem  so 
close  you  want  to  touch  the  warm  skin  and 
detailed  golden  forearm  hairs. 

Nicola  Sinclair  and  James  Lewko  offer  in¬ 
tensely  angst-ridden  oils.  Sinclair’s  “Com¬ 
ing  Out”  presents  stooped  shoulders, 
sunken  cheeks,  blood-colored  frightened 
eyes  all  wrapped  up  in  an  anachronistic 
black  strapless  dress.  Brush  technique  here 
shows  the  tensions  between  explosive 
emergence  and  the  riptide  of  remaining 
closet.ed.  Even  more  painful  is 
“Obsession,”  a  portrait  of  two  ensnared 
nude  females  whose  arms  merge  into  bran¬ 
ches.  Using  vomit  and  army  greens,  the 
painting  exudes  greed  and  possessiveness. 

James  Lewko’s  large  pieces  float  with 
angels,  saints  and  clouds.  Like  a  New  Age 
version  of  artist  Heironymus  Bosch,  he  of¬ 
fers  us  “The  Slaying  of  St.  Matthew” 
“Dionysus,  Divine  Madness”  and  “St. 
John  the  Baptist.”  Clearly  in  control  of  his 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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GREATER 


Community's  Response 
to  Violence 

What’s  Being  Done  to 
Fight  Hate  Crimes 
Against  Gays  and 
Lesbians 

Find  Out  at  the 
Quarterly  meeting  of  the 
Greater  Boston  Lesbian/ 
Gay  Political  Alliance 

Thursday,  March  24 
7:00  P.M. 
Piemonte  Room 
Boston  City  Hall,  5th  Floor 
(enter  from  Congress  St.) 

Speakers  to  include  Sgt. 

William  Johnston  of  the 
Boston  Police  Community 
Disorders  Unit 

Call  262-2381  for  more 
information 


...AFTER  THE  MARCH  ON  WASHINGTON  -  WHAT  NEXT? 

FORWARD  IN  UNITY 

A  GRASSROOTS  LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCE 
FOR  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
May  13-15, 1988 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Nationally  known  speakers  and  workshop  leaders 
Networking  opportunities  with  experienced  local  leaders  and  potential  leaders 
Entertainment,  inspiration,  and  fun 

Leadership  includes:  Rep.  Karen  Clark,  City  Council  Member  Brian  Coyle,  Karen  Thompson,  John 
Bush,  Gil  Gerald  of  National  AIDS  Network,  representatives  from  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force,  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays, 
Black  and  White  Men  Together,  many  local  organizations  from  around  the  country,  and  you! 

Four  dozen  or  more  workshops  covering  all  areas  of  the  contemporary  gay  and  lesbian  movement: 
fundraising,  organizing  for  legal  and  political  reforms,  working  within  institutions,  enabling  coalitiion 
and  solidarity  among  different  segments  of  the  community,  addressing  racism  and  sexism,  and  more! 

The  Conference  will  be  held  in  accessible  facilities  on  the  University  of  Minnesota  Campus.  Hotel  and 
community  housing  available.  Scholarships  available  for  low  income  persons. 

Write  for  information  today: 

Forward  in  Unity,  P.  0.  Box  300171,  Minneapolis,  MN  55403 

Co  sponsored  by  University  Lesbians  and  University  Gay  Community.  Forward  in  Unity  is  supported,  in  part,  by  a  grant 
trom  the  Headwaters  Fund. 


AIDS* BENEFIT  DANCE 
Brandeis  University,  Waltham 
in  Levin  Ballroom 
Saturday,  March  26 
10  pm  -  2  am 
$4 

Friends  of  gays  and  lesbians  and 
bisexuals  welcome  and  encouraged 
to  attend. 


Sponsored  by  Triskelion: 

the  Brandeis  Lesbian-Gay-Bisexual  Coalition;  Brandeis 
Student  Events;  and  Brandeis  Student  Senate. 

For  information  call:  7364761  or  8934667. 

Public  transportation  accessible:  North  Station 
Commuter  Rail.  Fitchburg  Line,  Brandeis/Roberts  stop. 


“A  LITTLE  GEM  !  ”  -Michael  Blowen,  BOSTON  GLOBE 


“Subtle  and  Beautiful ”  -jay  Carr,  boston  globe 


The  Hit  Of  The 
N.Y.  Film  Festival 
&  THE  BOSTON 
FILM  FESTIVAL 

“Pat  O’Connor’s 
Direction 
Broadens  And 
Illuminates 
‘A  Month 
In  The  Country:.. 
His  Direction 
Lends  It  A 
Strong  Sense 
Of  Yearning, 

As  Well  As  A 
Spiritual  Quality...” 

—Janet  Maslin, 

NEW  YORK  TIMES 


EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS  FRIDAY,  MARCH  18 


L/S.m.Cincmja 

NICKELODEON 

606  CCMMONWIAl  1M  AV( 

_ 424  1 500 _ 


A  Conference 

sponsored  by  the 

Fenway  Community 
fc*  He^alth  Center 

Saturday,  April  9,  1988 
8:00  am-6;30  ]Dm 
at  Suffolk  University 
55  Temple  ! 

Boston,  Mas: 


Our  communities  respond. 


An  opportunity  to  share 
experience*,  gain  skills, 
and  loam  what  others  are 
doing  about  AIDS  m  their 
comtnunityywith  particular 
attention  to  women  of  color 
For  more  information 
call  (617)  267-1538. 
Wliedchair  accessible 
ASl.  interpreted  for  the 
hearing  impaired. 

Pre- registration  required 


Keynote  addresses  by-: 

Constance  VVotsv,  M.D 
Co-Director  of  AIDS 
Activities,  San  Francisco 
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Sexual  terror:  A  tale  of 
two  books 


Why  the  media  love  And  the  Band  Played  On  and  hate 
Women  and  Love:  A  Cultural  Revolution  in  Progress 


By  Urvashi  Vaid  and  Sue  Hyde 

The  very  different  media  receptions  of 
Shere  Hite’s  book  on  women  and  love 
and  Randy  Shilts’  book  on  AIDS  il¬ 
lustrate  both  the  power  of  the  mass  media  to 
shape  social  reality  and  the  cultural  reach  of 
misogyny  and  homophobia.  The  tale  of 
these  two  books  is  the  tale  of  a  media  whose 
coverage  shamelessly  reflect  their  own  biases. 
And  it  is  the  tale  of  fear,  of  a  heterosexual 
culture  afraid  to  face  its  own  contradictions 
and  of  a  society  still  enslaved  by  a  deep  fear 
of  sex. 

Both  books  tackle  the  mined  field  of  sex¬ 
uality.  But,  Hite’s  book  has  been  universally 
.  -  j||^  condemned  —  crit- 

lylEfe# icized  for  statistical 
w  v  JRjpIpIt; anc*  methodological 
SSSlSiSi  flaws,  and  tainted  as 
unreliable  by  the  researcher’s  own  defen¬ 
siveness.  Shilts’  book,  on  the  other  hand, 
has  received  overwhelming  praise  —  lauded 
as  the  definitive  explanation  of  a  crisis  that 
is  still  unfolding. 

How  telling  that  a  woman  researcher  who 
finds  heterosexual  women  are  dissatisfied 
with  their  male  lovers  and  husbands  is 
castigated  and  excoriated  while  a  gay  jour¬ 
nalist  who  condemns  alleged  homosexual 
promiscuity  and  the  Reagan  Administra¬ 
tion’s  murderous  neglect  becomes  a  media 
darling.  The  first  message  jars  the  newly- 
resurrected  mythology  of  heterosexual  con¬ 
nubial  bliss,  while  the  latter  capitalizes  upon 
the  prevailing  terror  of  gay  male  sex  as  well 
as  discomfort  with  an  increasingly 
discredited  Administration. 

Hite’s  book  depicts  the  strains  that 
women’s  independence  and  raised  expecta¬ 
tions  have  placed  on  the  traditional 
heterosexual  relationship.  Its  findings  sug¬ 
gest  that  many  heterosexual  women  ex¬ 
perience  a  deep  and  ongoing  dissatisfaction 
in  their  relationships  with  men  —  a 
dissatisfaction  with  sex,  with  men’s  inability 
to  countenance  and  care  for  them  as  they 
are,  and  with  poor  communication.  Hite 
also  found  that  11  percent  of  the  women 
who  responded  to  her  survey  were  exclusive¬ 
ly  lesbian,  and  happily  so.  She  noted  that  16 
percent  of  her  respondents  over  the  age  of 
40  were  now  lesbians. 

These  findings  do  not  fit  neatly  into  the 
popular  mythology  of  the  post-feminist 
woman  —  who  wants  nothing  more  than 
babies,  a  husband  and  a  pedestal.  The 
media,  dominated  as  they  are  by  heterosexual 
men  who  subscribe  to  this  myth,  have  reacted 
to  the  critique  contained  in  Hite’s  book  by 
rallying  to  defend  the  bruised  male  ego. 
Rather  than  exploring  the  reasons  underly¬ 
ing  the  sexual  and  emotional  malaise  Hite’s 
respondents  describe,  male  reviewers  have 
focused  their  attack  on  Hite  herself. 

And  so  the  Washington  Post  published  an 
immature  diatribe  attacking  Hite’s  defen¬ 
sive  behavior.  Newsweek  writers  resorted  to 
the  old  dyke-baiting  tactic,  snidely  titling 
their  story  “Men  Aren’t  Her  Only 
Problem.”  A  battery  of  deans  of  math 
departments  and  statistics  experts  assert  that 
4500  surveys  are  not  enough  from  which  to 
extrapolate  (Has  anyone  told  the  Gallup  Poll 
that  their  samples,  which  are  routinely  less 
than  4500,  are  not  adequate?).  In  the  end, 
the  media  distort  and  belittle  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  thousands  of  women  because 
their  writers  don’t  want  to  hear  the  message. 

By  comparison,  Randy  Shilts’  book  con¬ 
tains  parables  the  mainstream  media  find 
eminently  palatable.  Shilts  offers  a  three- 
part  theory  about  the  AIDS  health  crisis. 
One  part  criticizes  gay  male  sexual  culture, 
while  the  second  details  the  Reagan  Ad¬ 
ministration’s  willingness  to  sacrifice  gay 
men’s  lives.  Not  surprisingly,  the  press  has 
generally  ignored  the  third  part  of  Shilts’ 
critique  —  the  deafening  silence  of  the 
mainstream  media  in  the  early  years  of  the 
epidemic. 

Shilts’  book  reinforces  popular  percep¬ 
tions  about  gay  male  sexual  culture  as  the 
“cause”  of  the  health  crisis.  Shilts  describes 
in  graphic  detail  the  casual  sex  that  took 
place  in  bathhouses.  Through  characters 
who  serve  as  a  Greek  chorus  in  bathhouse 
scenes,  he  faults  the  gay  community  for 
creating  such  spaces  and  attacks  gay  leaders 
for  not  seeking  bathhouse  closures  quickly 
enough. 


The  media,  titillated  and  terrified  by 
descriptions  of  bathhouse  sex,  hear  a 
reassuring  message:  gay  lasciviousness  was 
the  cause  of  AIDS  transmission,  and  police 
and  state  intervention  to  “control”  gay  sex¬ 
uality  is  the  solution  to  AIDS  transmission. 

It  is  no  surprise  that  from  CBS’  60 
Minutes  to  the  four-part  NBC  mini-series 
now  under  production,  the  mainstream 
media  have  focused  on  Shilts’  description  of 
“Patient  Zero”  —  the  nasty  disease-ridden 
homosexual.  The  media  emphasis  on  “Pa¬ 
tient  Zero”  perpetuates  the  notion  that  we 
must  beware  of  people  with  AIDS  —  rather 
than  worrying  about  our  own  health  and  our 
own  sexual  behavior.  It  provides  a  conve¬ 
nient  “other”  onto  whom  we  can  channel 
our  disapproval  and  from  whom  we  can 
disassociate. 

Shilts  has  no  patience  for  the  idea  that  gay 
male  sexual  freedom  was  a  very  positive, 
outrageously  freeing  and  empowering  ex¬ 
perience  for  millions  of  gay  men.  If  AIDS 
has  taught  men  that  they  must  change  their 
behavior  to  preserve  their  health,  must  it 
also  teach  us,  as  Shilts  implies,  that  the  sex¬ 
ual  adventurism  and  wild  promiscuity  of  the 
baths  are  in  and  of  themselves  a  bad  thing? 
Can  we  affirm  our  commitment  to  achieving 
a  freed  sexuality,  to  a  life  that  celebrates  sex¬ 
ual  pleasure  even  in  the  terrifying  and  com¬ 
pelling  context  of  the  AIDS  epidemic? 

In  short,  does  AIDS  teach  the  moral 
lesson  Shilts  preaches  or  is  the  epidemic’s 
impact  upon  our  sexual  lives  more  com¬ 
plicated  than  Shilts  and  the  media  would 
have  us  believe? 

Since  the  onset  of  AIDS,  the  media  have 
revelled  in  stories  proclaiming  the  end  of  the 
“sexual  revolution.”  This  trite  critique 
satisfies  the  Christo-fascist  fervor  of  the 
times  but  displays  little  understanding  of 
what  is  happening  today  to  all  of  us  who  are 
sexually  active.  Has  AIDS  diminished 
anyone’s  desire  for  wonderful,  powerful, 
emotional,  happy  sex?  How  do  we  survive 
as  sexual  people  through  this  crushing 
epidemic?  What  is  it  we  feel  has  ended,  and 
in  what  new  revolution  are  we  now  engaged? 

These  questions  are  not  addressed  in  the 
media  reviews  of  Shilts’  book,  nor  by  many 
writers  and  commentators.  The  media  have 
failed  to  probe  deeply  into  the  profound  sex¬ 
ual  questions  the  epidemic  presents  because 
of  the  superficial  and  morally  loaded  limits 
our  culture  places  on  discussions  of  sexuali¬ 
ty. 

This  failure  to  comprehend,  and  to  push 
the  limits  of  our  collective  comprehension, 
is  again  demonstrated  in  the  media’s  ig¬ 
norance  of  Hite’s  basic  message:  that  for 
women,  the  sexual  revolution  is  still  ongoing 
and  critically  important.  For  women,  sexual 
freedom  remains  the  most  urgent  goal  in  our 
fight  for  equality.  Sexual  freedom  means 
freedom  to  control  our  bodies;  it  means  sex¬ 
ual  agency  —  the  power  to  be  sexual  actors 
in  our  lives;  it  means  the  power  to  be  free 
from  sexual  violence  and  harassment;  and  it 
means  an  end  to  the  economic  enforcement 
of  the  sexual  double  standard. 

We  are  also  cynical  enough  to  question 
the  sincerity  of  the  media  interest  in  Shilts’ 
passionate  chronicle  of  government  ir¬ 
responsibility  in  dealing  with  the  AIDS 
crisis.  There  is  a  double-edge  to  the  critique 
of  the  Reagan  Administration’s  program  of 
don’t-do-a-thing  (and-they-may-all-die) 
contained  in  Shilts’  book,  and  dutifully 
echoed  by  reviewers.  For  the  horrified  and 
threatened  heterosexual  man,  Reagan  is 
both  a  monster  and  a  hero.  The  government 
malevolence  shocks  while  the  subtext  of  the 
message  is  gay  men  shouldn’t  have  done 
these  things  in  the  first  place,  and  thank 
god,  maybe  this  will  make  them  stop. 

The  failure  of  the  Reagan  Administration 
to  do  anything  until  it  was  too  late  —  and  its 
continuing  failure  to  do  enough  —  is  in¬ 
timately  linked  with  the  media’s  own 
negligence  in  covering  AIDS.  Until  Rock 
Hudson’s  death  in  1984,  major  newspapers 
and  the  networks  did  not  extensively  report 
the  epidemic.  Indeed,  until  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  was  able  to  convince  the  government 
and  the  press  that  AIDS  is  not  just  a  gay 
disease,  there  was  pathetic  coverage. 

But,  the  single  least-covered  aspect  of 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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While  reading  the  Boston  Globe 
recently,  my  eyes  fixed  on  a  small 
picture  of  a  young  man  in  the 
obituary  section.  Moments  passed  before  I 
recognized  him  from  a  panel  about  sexuality 
1  had  moderated  several  years  earlier.  I 
remembered  his  passion  and  entusiasm  as 
he  spoke  to  a  roomful  of  university  students 
and  adminstrators  about  gay  liberation. 
Now  he  was  dead,  at  age  33,  of  AIDS.  I 
noted  that  he  was  younger  than  I  am. 

Days  later  1  was  talking  with  my  father  on 
the  phone.  He  was  telling  me  about  a  friend 
of  his  who  was  dying  of  liver  cancer. 

“At  my  age  I  see  the  names  of  people  I 
know  in  the  obituaries,”  he  said. 

“Me  too,”  I  responded,  with  some 
trepidation.  I’m  still  cautious  about  making 
overtly  gay  comments  to  my  father.  When 
he  asked  what  1  meant,  1  told  him  that  lots 
of  young  people  were  dying  of  AIDS,  and  I 
mentioned  my  experience  of  reading  the 
obituaries  earlier  in  the  week.  He  mumbled 
sympathetically,  then  abruptly  changed  the 
subject.  Generally  my  father  and  1  edge 
around  the  topic  of  death.  He’s  usually  ter¬ 
rified  that  I’ll  bring  up  my  mother’s  death, 
which  I  inevitably  do.  He  hopes  for  silence 
while  I  hope  for  connection.  Neither  of  us 
ever  gets  what  we  want. 

Currently  I  work  in  a  Boston  AIDS 
organization,  coordinating  educational  pro¬ 
grams  for  women  at  risk.  My  daily  environ¬ 
ment  is  one  in  which  urgency  and  death 
form  the  backdrop.  We  routinely  receive 
memos  about  the  health  of  certain  PWAs, 
or  notices  about  memorial  services  for  those 
who  have  just  died.  Every  week  the  updated 
statistics  from  the  Centers  for  Disease  Con¬ 
trol  cross  my  desk  with  the  inexorably  rising 
death  count.  The  intensity  of  our  work  leaks 
out  in  anger  at  government  unrespon¬ 
siveness,  or  in  our  tense  disagreements 
about  priorities  for  programs  and  resources. 
And,  for  me,  the  subtext  of  my  work  during 
this  epidemic  is  my  mother’s  death.  It  is  the 
quintessential  loss  which  serves  as  the 


signifier  and  referent  for  every  other  loss  in 
my  life.  Increasingly  I  realize  that  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  do  this  work  without  having  the 
death  of  my  mother  constantly  evoked. 


My  mother  died  in  1975.  I  had  just 
turned  24,  and  I  remember  thinking 
at  the  time  that  I  was  glad  she 
died  when  I  was  “old.”  In  fact,  she  died  at 
such  a  relatively  young  age  that  I  was  the 
only  one  of  my  friends  or  lovers  who  had  a 
parent  who  had  died.  I  felt  incredibly  alone 
when  I  returned  home  after  the  funeral. 
None  of  my  friends  and  no  one  in  my 
political  community  knew  what  to  say  to 
me.  I  felt  isolated  and  abandoned.  I  im¬ 
mediately  met,  and  started  an  affair  with,  a 
woman  whose  father  was  dead.  I  wanted 
kinship  with  someone  who  understood.  I 
hated  feeling  freakish. 

1988  marks  a  very  different  relationship 
of  our  community  to  death  and  dying.  Sad¬ 
ly,  more  of  my  friends  have  lost  parents  or 
siblings,  and  I  watch  them  struggle  with  the 
loss.  Yet  this  progression  goes  beyond  the 
deaths  that  are  inevitable  with  the  aging 
our  cohort.  AIDS  has  forced  a  collective 
confrontation  with  our  own  mortality  that, 
for  this  historical  era,  is  exceedingly  early  in 
our  life  cycle.  Hospitals,  death,  obituaries 
and  funerals  are  commonplace  on  a  scale 
that  would  have  been  unthinkable  for  us  at 
the  turn  of  the  decade.  Many  of  us  have 
scores  of  friends  and  lovers  who  have  died. 
And  the  international  grass-roots  organiz¬ 
ing  to  stop  the  epidemic  and  to  care  for  our 
dying  is  monumental.  We  now  deal  with 
death,  not  just  on  the  personal  level,  but  as  a 
central  fact  of  our  subculture. 

In  my  everday  world  now,  death  is  more 
speakable,  loss  is  more  tangible.  Yet  still 
there  are  missing  pieces.  Although  my 
friends  and  1  talk  more  easily  about  death, 
we  are  unable  to  allow  ourselves  to  express 
our  own  grief.  And  although  death  and  grief 


are  typically  conflated,  they  are  far  from  in- 
evtiably  connected.  Death  is  the  physical 
event  that  marks  the  loss  and  is  ritualized  by 
wakes,  funerals,  sitting  shiva,  and  memorial 
services.  Grief  is  the  long-term.  It  is  the 
wanting,  the  missing,  the  horror  at  our  own 
powerlessness  in  the  face  of  the  finality  of 
death.  Grief  is  the  fear  of  our  vulnerability, 
and  the  anger  at  our  sadness.  And  it  seems 
to  go  on  and  on.... 


In  the  first  days  after  my  mother’s  death,  I 
wondered  how  long  I  would  feel  bad.  A 
typical  overachiever,  I  remember  think¬ 
ing  that  I  would  be  over  it  in  five  weeks.  1 
have  no  idea  how  I  arrived  at  that  estimate. 
Later,  when  I  started  therapy,  I  developed  a 
notion  that  it  was  possible  to  change,  and 
even  eliminate,  all  the  pain  in  my  life. 
Therapy  gave  me  a  sense  of  hope  and  em¬ 
powerment,  and  indeed,  I  have  reconstruc¬ 
ted  many  elements  of  my  emotional  life.  But 
it  also  facilitated  my  fantasy  that  grief  ex¬ 
isted  as  a  sort  of  finite  pool  that,  with 
regular  attention  and  expression,  would 
gradually  diminish  and  disappear.  Yet, 
although  Mom  has  been  dead  for  13  years, 
some  mornings  I  awaken  and  the  shock  of  it 
hits  me  anew.  I  can  barely  refrain  from  run¬ 
ning  up  to  people  and  exclaiming,  “My 
mother  is  dead!”  I  seem  to  regress  about  30 
years  and  suddenly  1  feel  six  years  old  again. 
I  want  my  mother  NOW.  I  feel  unutterably 
sad,  then  I  get  furious  at  my  sadness.  Even¬ 
tually  I  go  to  work,  or  somewhere  out  in  the 
world,  and  I  gradually  feel  better.  But  1  now 
understand  that  this  is  merely  a  remission, 
not  a  resolution. 

Although  the  cycle  repeats  inevitably,  cer¬ 
tainly  the  nature  of  my  grieving  is  different 
now.  I’ve  gone  through  enough  layers  that  it 
feels  very  simple  and  primal.  1  just  miss  my 
mother  terribly.  Several  years  ago  I  wrote  an 
article  for  GCN  about  growing  up  in  an 
alcoholic  family.  At  that  time,  I  wrote  about 


my  mother’s  death: 

I  sit  here  now,  searching  for  a  tidy 
paragraph  that  will  summarize 
Mom’s  death.  There  isn’t  one.  She’s 
just  not  here  anymore.  She  wasn’t 
here  when  I  moved  to  Boston.  She 
wasn’t  here  when  my  lover  of  six  years 
and  I  broke  up.  She  wasn’t  here  when 
I  defended  dissertation.  She’s  just  not 
here  anymore  no  matter  what  I  do. 
Her  death  has  left  a  huge  hole  in  my 
life. 

Her  inexorable  absence,  my  inability  to  tell 
her  about  something,  the  fact  that  1  will 
never  get  what  I  want  from  her  —  these  are 
all  dimensions  of  the  “huge  hole”  her  death 
has  left  for  me. 

Certainly  this  has  been  exacerbated  by  the 
incompleteness  of  our  relationship  when  she 
was  alive.  What  I  want  from  her  in  death,  1 
never  got  from  her  in  life.  Part  of  the  pain  is 
that  the  wanting  is  Forever,  Eternal,  Final.  I 
will  never  have  another  conversation  with 
my  mother.  We’ll  never  have  an  argument, 
or  resolve  anything  between  us.  In  our  emo¬ 
tional  configuration,  we’re  like  statues 
frozen  in  August,  1975.  And  it  seems  likely 
to  me  that  much  of  the  grief  that  I  attribute 
to  her  death  is,  in  fact,  a  mourning  for  all  of 
the  losses  between  us  in  life. 


I’m  still  puzzled,  however,  by  the  solitary 
nature  of  my  grief.  When  I  learned  that 
my  mother  had  had  a  stroke,  I  began  the 
drive  from  my  home  in  Pennsylvania  to  my 
parents’  home  in  Maryland.  1  arrived  at 
midnight,  not  knowing  if  she  was  alive  or 
dead.  My  father,  whom  1  had  not  seen  in 
several  months,  walked  out  to  meet  me.  He 
had  been  receiving  chemotherapy  and  radia¬ 
tion  treatments  for  lymphoma,  and  he  was 
gaunt  and  bald.  The  shock  of  his  ap¬ 
pearance  was  just  registering  when  he  said, 
“She’s  gone,  honey.”  I  felt  that  odd  numb- 


ness  I  get  when  something  happens  that’s 
too  huge  for  my  system  to  integrate,  but  I 
feel  it  pressing  in  on  me  from  outside.  My 
body  turned  icy  and  I  walked  into  the  house. 
I  set  down  my  suitcase  while  my  sister 
watched  me  with  that  cautious  look  she  has 
when  she  thinks  I  might  do  something 
peculiar.  Suddenly  my  father  slumped  down 
on  the  couch  and  began  sobbing.  I  still  felt 
like  an  observer,  and  I  sat  down  beside  him 
and  tried  woodenly  to  hug  and  comfort  him. 
He  huddled,  withdrawn  into  himself,  com¬ 
pletely  unresponsive  to  me.  I  stood  up  and 
paced  the  living  room  for  several  minutes, 
and  finally  the  reality  of  her  death 
penetrated.  My  father  and  I  switched  roles:  I 
began  to  cry  and  he  attempted  to  embrace 
me.  I  realized  then  why  I  hadn’t  been  able  to 
comfort  him  a  minute  earlier.  I  wanted  him 
to  go  away.  The  pain  felt  too  deep,  too 
private.  It  occurred  to  me  that  this  grief  was 
mine  forever  and  no  one  could  ever  touch  it, 
take  it  away  or  make  it  feel  better.  It  was  a 
moment  of  feeling  one’s  complete  aloneness 
in  the  universe. 


Although  I  now  let  others  share  my 
sadness  about  other  issues,  and  even 
occasionally  about  my  mother,  most¬ 
ly  I  grieve  alone.  I  cry  by  myself  in  my 
bedroom.  1  will  talk  about  death,  even  her 
death,  quite  easily.  But  I  am  strangely  mute 
when  it  comes  to  the  matter  of  my  own  sor¬ 
row.  I  force  myself,  on  occasion,  to  “reach 
out.”  I  only  do  this,  in  painful  self- 
conciousness,  with  my  lover.  A  typical  con¬ 
versation  of  this  sort  goes: 

Me  (looking  morose):  I’m  upset. 

Her  (putting  her  arms  around  me):  What’s 
wrong,  honey? 

Me:  I  miss  my  mother. 

Her:  Why  don’t  you  tell  me  about  it. 

Me:  There’s  nothing  to  tell.  1  just  miss  her. 
Her:  Well,  you  could  talk  about  that. 

Me:  No. 


Her:  Why  not? 

Me:  I  don’t  know. 

My  awkward  announcement  of  my  feelings 
is  as  far  as  I  can  get  before  forcing  the  con¬ 
versation  to  self-destruct. 

Yet  my  conviction  that  my  grief  is  in¬ 
herently  untouchable  is  not  the  only  thing 
that  enforces  my  isolation  with  it.  I  think 
part  of  me  feels  profoundly  ashamed  by  my 
mother’s  death.  It’s  like  a  rejection  —  if  she 
had  really  loved  me  she  wouldn’t  have  died 
and  left  me.  And  the  very  fact  of  her  death 
publicly  marks  my  unworthiness.  These 
feelings  make  it  difficult  to  allow  other  peo¬ 
ple  to  see  how  sad  I  am.  My  grief  is  pro¬ 
foundly  embarrassing. 


As  I  look  around  at  people  I  know  who 
have  lost  parents,  lovers,  and  friends, 
there  are  varying  levels  of  discomfort 
and  awkwardness  around  mourning.  But 
most  of  us  don’t  do  so  well  with  our  sadness. 
It  is  hard  to  experience  ease  with  our  feel¬ 
ings,  in  a  culture  which  valorizes  rationality 
and  emotional  numbness.  We  fear  the  depth 
of  grief;  we’ve  been  taught  not  to  allow 
ourselves  to  be  “out  of  control.”  As  a  socie¬ 
ty,  we  have  few  structures  that  allow  people 
to  grieve.  Three  days  are  set  aside  for  a 
funeral,  and  then,  presumably,  life  goes  on. 

AIDS,  however,  highlights  the  individual 
and  collective  necessity  of  developing  new 
ways  of  living  with  grief.  We  need  to  explore 
possibilities  of  connecting  with  each  other, 
not  in  cheap  sentiment  or  false  intimacy,  but 
with  the  integrity  of  deeply  felt  human  emo¬ 
tion.  As  a  community  that  recognizes  the 
political  dimensions  of  personal  issues,  we 
might  construct  new  systems  to  help 
transform  the  experience  of  grief  as  in¬ 
dividual  and  isolating.  We  could  help  effect 
a  deep  respect  for  mourning  and  an 
acknowledgment  that  it  takes  time  well 
beyond  three  days.  Our  lives  are  not  so  neat 
and  compartmentalized;  grieving  is  un¬ 


predictable,  spontaneous,  contradictory, 
and  messy.  It  needs  cultural  space. 

We  need  to  determine  what  elements  can 
support  people  who  are  feeling  great  loss.  At 
a  recent  AIDS  educators  meeting  in  Boston, 
about  30  of  us  watched  the  film  Too  Little, 
Too  Late,  which  features  people  talking 
about  loved  ones  who  have  died  of  AIDS.  It 
powerfully  evokes  the  sense  of  sadness  and 
missing  that  accompanies  a  death.  Earnest 
sniffing  and  nose-blowing  began  about  15 
minutes  into  the  film,  and  escalated  until  the 
end.  When  the  lights  came  up,  I  couldn’t 
help  but  notice  that  most  of  those  who  were 
visibly  crying  were  women,  despite  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  men  in  the  room  were  gay.  I 
mused  about  socialization  and  gender  dif¬ 
ferences,  and  wondered  if  gendered  training 
about  emotions  was  more  powerful  than 
about  certain  other  issues.  As  I  work  and 
play  with  gay  men,  I’m  continually  amazed 
at  how  they  joke  about,  and  participate  with 
ease  in  supposedly  female  activities.  Why, 
then,  would  it  be  so  difficult  for  them  to  cry, 
I  wondered.  But  then  I  considered  that,  in 
my  monogamous  lesbian  relationship,  I  feel 
relatively  safe  from  AIDS.  The  sense  of 
danger  for  gay  men  is  extreme  right  now, 
and  maintaining  sanity  and  humor  must  re¬ 
quire  an  enormous  amount  of  courage  and  a 
certain  degree  of  denial.  It  can  perhaps  feel 
impossible  to  achieve  the  degree  of  safety  re¬ 
quired  to  grieve  the  loss  of  a  dozen  friends, 
while  simultaneously  fearing  one’s  own  an¬ 
tibody  status. 


It  strikes  me  that  there  are  two  situations 
in  which  we  grieve.  In  the  first,  we  avoid 
our  feelings  for  as  long  as  possible 
until  a  book,  movie,  or  other  random  event 
provokes  a  crying  jag  that  provides  a  certain 
amount  of  release,  and  then  we  start  the 
cycle  again.  The  second  situation  is  a  more 
purposeful  opening  up  to  the  tangled 
amalgam  of  fear,  anger  and  sadness  that 


comprise  grief.  From  the  outside,  it  can  feel 
as  if  we’ll  never  come  back,  that  we’ll  re¬ 
main  forever  on  one  of  Dante’s  levels  of 
hell.  It  takes  a  leap  of  faith,  and  it  seems  to 
me  it  is  that  form  of  conscious  grieving  which 
requires  a  certain  level  of  emotional  safety. 

We  are  already  demonstrating  that,  as  a 
movement,  we  can  create  space  and  safety  in 
our  subculture  for  grief.  The  NAMES  Pro¬ 
ject  is  a  tremendous  emotional  and  political 
monument  of  the  losses  to  our  community. 
And  when  exhibited,  it  delineates  a 
geography  with  an  ambience  of  acceptance 
for  anger  and  sadness.  Support  groups  and 
healing  circles  in  local  AIDS  organizations 
can  also  provide  a  place  to  mourn.  It  seems 
likely  that  there  are  yet  other  creative 
possibilities  we  could  develop  for  being  with 
each  other  in  our  grief,  as  well  as  for 
outreach  to  both  women  and  men,  since 
many  people  remain  untouched  by  our  ex¬ 
isting  efforts. 

It  also  seems  imperative  to  clarify  the 
nature  and  purpose  of  our  work  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  the  way  that  many  women  chan¬ 
nelled  their  rage  and  hurt  from  sexual  abuse 
into  political  groups,  it  seems  that  some  peo¬ 
ple  are  trying  to  deal  with  their  grief  about 
deaths  from  AIDS  by  doing  AIDS  work. 
Yet  grieving  and  organizing  are  not  the  same 
thing;  one  doesn’t  substitute  for  the  other. 
They  are  both  essential,  and  sometimes  can 
enhance  each  other.  But  if  they  are  not 
understood  as  distinct  processes,  we  risk 
becoming  bitter  or  disillusioned  about  our 
political  work  because  it  has  not  met  some 
of  our  emotional  needs. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  grief,  like  wrinkles,  is 
the  inevitable  product  of  a  whole  human  ex¬ 
istence.  We  may  hate  it,  but  it  won’t  go 
away.  As  we  age,  as  parents  die,  as  AIDS 
ravages  on,  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
fashion  a  better  emotional  world  for 
ourselves  than  what  exists  in  mainstream 
society.  Perhaps  w?  can  create  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  a  uniquely  gay  grief.  □ 
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ecutive  director  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD),  a  non¬ 
profit  legal  group  that  sublet  office  space 
from  GLCS.  “We’re  talking  about  people 
without  other  resources.  I  can’t  imagine 
who’s  going  to  pick  up  the  clients.” 

Representatives  from  other  health  and 
social  service  agencies  in  Boston,  notably 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  and  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC),  also  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  about  whether  already 
overburdened  service  providers  will  be  able 
to  handle  the  burgeoning  client  load 
resulting  from  the  closure  of  GLCS.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  according  to  Pat  Giulino  who  coor¬ 
dinates  mental  health  services  for  the  AAC, 
her  agency  has  relied  on  GLCS  for  col¬ 
laboration  and  client  referrals.  Giulino 
noted  the  dearth  of  other  agencies  providing 
services  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  that  charge 
clients  on  a  sliding  scale. 

GLCS  also  offered  space  for  community 
groups,  including  Boston’s  lesbian/gay  in¬ 
formation  hotline.  Volunteers  from  this 
vital,  non-income-producing  service  have 
put  out  a  call  to  find  an  alternative  place  to 
house  the  hotline.  Other  groups  in  Boston 
are  also  hustling  to  find  meeting  places  and 
stay  intact.  GLAD  has  arranged  to  continue 
leasing  space  at  6  Hamilton  Place  for  90 
more  days,  but  will  need  a  new  office  after 
that.  “It’s  an  annoyance,  but  the  real  issue 
here  is  the  loss  of  a  major  community 
resource,”  Cathcart  said. 

As  GCN  goes  to  press,  spokespersons 
from  other  community  groups  affected  by 
GLCS’  downfall  said  they  do  not  yet  know 
how  they  will  sustain  themselves.  The  newly 
organized  Boston  Center  for  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men,  which  earlier  sought  to  work 
cooperatively  with  GLCS,  is  still  working  to 
raise  money  and  secure  a  space. 

Rizzo  said  officials  with  the  state  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Office  of  Human  Services  were  sym¬ 
pathetic  to  GLCS’  financial  woes  and  had 
pledged  an  increase  in  contract  fees  for  the 
agency.  However,  this  revenue  was  not  mat¬ 
ched  with  enough  financial  support  and  the 
cash  flow  problems  of  GLCS  continued.  As 
Collings  stated,  “It  boiled  down  to  too 
much  money  being  needed  too  soon.” 

Rizzo  explained  the  support  offered  by 
the  state  was  a  good  signal  for  the  future 
should  a  new  mental  health  agency  be  ven¬ 
tured.  “But,”  she  said,  “we  need  to  do  a  lot 
of  education  about  what’s  been  done  all 
these  years.  People  need  to  have  their  con¬ 
sciousness  raised  about  the  kind  of  services 
GLCS  provided.  This  was  not  an  ‘attractive’ 
or  ‘glamorous’  place.  We  were  dealing  with 
mental  health  and  substance  abuse  pro¬ 
blems.” 

In  announcing  the  decision  to  close, 
GLCS  board  members  assured  individuals 
who  made  contributions  following  emergen¬ 
cy  appeals  since  Jan.  22  that  their  money 
will  be  refunded.  The  ad  hoc  committee  of 
board  and  task  force  members  will  hold  an 
open  meeting  on  Tues.,  March  22  at  7  p.m. 
at  Club  Cabaret  to  discuss  GLCS’  closure. 
Community  input  will  be  solicited  about 
how  to  meet  the  needs  of  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  who  counted  on  GLCS  services.  □ 


Latinas 
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resisting  arrest. 

According  to  Rubin  Franco,  Rivera’s  at¬ 
torney,  the  women  were  found  guilty  of 
“obstructing  governmental  operation” 
because  they  verbally  intervened  in  the  of¬ 
ficer’s  attempt  to  kick  the  man  being  harass¬ 
ed  off  the  train.  Franco  said  such  a  charge 
should  only  apply  to  a  person  who  tries  to 
physically  prevent  an  officer  from  discharg¬ 
ing  his  or  her  duty.  He  said  the  judge,  Roger 
Hunting,  “erroneously  instructed  the  jury” 
that  they  could  find  the  women  guilty  of 
obstructing  governemental  administration 
based  solely  on  their  verbal  interference. 

Franco  said  the  women  are  appealing  the 
convictions  and  that  a  civil  suit  against  the 
transit  police  is  pending.  The  suit  seeks 
monetary  damages  for  the  injuries  suffered 
by  the  women. 

Ermanno  Stingo,  court  monitor  from  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Anti-Violence  Project,  ex¬ 
pressed  disappointment  that  the 
homophobic  nature  of  the  attack  by  the 
police  was  not  brought  out  in  the  cour¬ 
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troom.  According  to  Rivera,  an  officer 
grabbed  her  by  the  hair  and  shouted,  “You 
spic  bitch,  you  fucking  dyke.  You  want  to 
be  a  man?  I’ll  treat  you  like  a  man.”  Each 
time  lawyers  for  the  women  attempted  to  bring 
bring  this  testimony  and  similar  homophobic 
remarks  to  the  attention  of  the  jury,  the 
assistant  district  attorney,  Robert  Daley,  ob¬ 
jected.  Daley  claimed  the  “words  used  are 
inflammatory,  and  would  prejudice  the 
jury.”  Daley’s  objections  were  upheld,  and 
the  issue  of  homophobia  was  dropped  by  the 
defense  attorneys. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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according  to  Ross.  She  explained,  “People 
who  are  dually  and  triply  oppressed  can  see 
the  failings  of  the  system  faster.  Especially 
lesbians  have  done  other  political  work  and 
recognize  the  complex  connections  between 
racism,  classism  and  homophobia.  It’s  im¬ 
portant  to  welfare  recipients,  though,  that 
their  issues  be  upfront  and  problems  not  be 
lost. 

“Working  women  and  women  on  welfare 
are  struggling  for  decision-making  power  in 
their  lives.  It  took  years  for  middle-class 
women  to  step  aside  and  let  poor  women 
lead  and  speak  for  themselves.” 

Protesters  said  they  hoped  their 
demonstration  and  the  “Up  to  the  Poverty 
Level”  movement  will  shed  light  on  the 
hypocrisy  of  Dukakis’  presidential  cam¬ 
paign  that  claims  an  economic  miracle  in  his 
state.  CBHN’s  Janie  Gibbs  said  “How  can 
the  governor  say  he  is  qualified  to  take  care 
of  this  country  when  he  can’t  even  help  peo¬ 
ple  out  of  poverty  in  Massachusetts?” 

The  Framingham  Woman’s  Alliance 
plans  a  civil  rights  march  down  the  town’s 
main  street  to  coincide  with  the  late  April 
trial  dates  of  those  arrested  for  civil  disobe¬ 
dience.  They  intend  to  continue  demanding 
that  welfare  benefits  be  dramatically  in¬ 
creased.  “It’s  going  to  be  pretty  powerful,” 
Ross  said.  “We’ll  be  lighting  a  fire  for  so 
many  struggling  people.”  □ 
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munities  better  than  the  lesbian  and  gay 
press,  he  added. 

Navarre  accused  the  New  York  Native  of 
“falling  all  over  themselves  to  spread  misin¬ 
formation  and  crackpot  theories  about 
AIDS.  Once  you  have  tested  positive,  you 
newspapers.”  He  said  that  although  it  is 
helpful  to  explore  the  possibility  that  HIV  is 
not  the  cause  of  AIDS,  the  Native’s 
coverage  has  not  been  helpful.  The  PWA 
community  needs  an  alternative  to  the  alter¬ 
native  press,  a  role  Newsline  attempts  to  fill, 
said  Navarre. 

Michael  Hirsch,  editor  of  The  Body 
Positive  in  New  York,  said  newsletters  fulfill 
another  purpose  as  well:  they  give  PWAs 
hope.  “We  shy  away  from  bad  news  about 
AIDS.  Once  you  have  tested  positive  you 
know  the  bad  news  already.  PWAs  need  to 
know  how  to  make  choices,  to  look  ahead.  I 
am  not  about  to  reproduce  the  bad  news 
from  the  New  York  Times,”  said  Hirsch. 
He  added  that  one  of  the  primary  com¬ 
ponents  of  the  holistic  treatment  movement 
is  positive  thinking.  Bad  news  creates  stress 
which,  in  turn,  “drives  the  T  cell  score 
down.”  (T-cells,  part  of  the  body’s  immune 
system,  are  severely  depleted  in  PWAs.) 
Callen  said  he  hoped  Newsline  would  help 
people  “live  with,  rather  than  die  from 
AIDS.” 

Subscriptions  to  PWA  newsletters  are 
available  from: 

Treatment  News,  GMHC  Department  of 
Medical  Information,  132  West  24th  Street 
Box  274  New  York,  NY  1001 1 

AIDS  Treatment  News,  Box  411256,  San 
Francisco,  CA.  94141 

PWA  Coalition  Newsline,  263 A  West 
19th  Street,  Room  125,  New  York,  NY 
10011 

Alert,  5300  Santa  Monica  Blvd.,  Suite 
304,  Los  Angeles,  CA.  90029 

The  Body  Positive,  263A  West  19th 
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Street,  Room  107,  New  York,  NY  10011 
Project  Inform  Perspectives,  1-800- 
822-7422 
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epidemic  to  be  no  longer  soley  gay  men. 
Gay-run  organizations  must  begin  to  ad¬ 
dress  this  new  clientele.” 

Dennis  James,  coordinator  of  profes¬ 
sional  education  for  Boston’s  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC),  said  information  must 
be  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  different 
communities.  “We  are  always  aware  of 
what  we  are  distributing,  we  realize  that  not 
everyone  is  gay.  We  don’t  want  to  reinforce 
stereotypes  that  only  gay  men  get  AIDS.  We 
don’t  want  to  be  homophobic  or 
heterophobic.”  But  Navarre  said  that 
Newsline  has  consistently  featured  many 
different  PWAs  and  that  the  objection  to 
gay  PWAs  is  “pure  homophobia.” 

Craig  Harris,  a  Black  gay  AIDS  educator, 
praised  the  March  Newsline  which  featured 
Archie  Crawford,  a  Black  PWA  who  was 
recently  released  from  Riker’s  Island  Prison 
in  New  York.  Harris  did  say,  however,  that 
the  Valentine  issue  would  alienate  many 
PWAs.  “I  would  not  expect  an  IV  drug  user 
or  straight  PWA  to  pick  that  issue  up,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  light  of  the  way  educational 
material  is  designed  now  with  much  more 
targeted  information.”  Harris  suggested 
that  the  cover  include  snapshots  of  various 
couples,  including  a  mother  and  child,  and 
straight  people  of  color  as  well  as  a  gay  male 
couple.  “We  need  to  show  well-rounded 
and  inclusive  images  of  loving  relationships 
of  people  affected  by  AIDS,”  said  Harris. 

Navarre  explained  that  Newsline  is  the 
only  connection  many  PWAs  have  to  health 
information  and  to  other  PWAs.  “We  pro¬ 
vide  information  to  people  who  are  isolated 
from  everything.  It  allows  PWAs  the  chance 
to  share  their  experiences  in  print  for  other 
PWAs  to  benefit  from.  There  are  tons  of 
people  out  there  who  don’t  have  any  link.  It 
is  heartbreaking  to  get  letters  from  prisoners 
who  have  nothing  —  no  services  or  medical 
care.  No  one  has  ever  complained  about  the 
gay  content.  That’s  why  I  am  so  bothered  by 
this.  The  cover  was  meant  to  be  hopeful  and 
romantic.  It  never  occurred  to  me  that  peo¬ 
ple  would  object.” 

The  founder  of  Newsline,  Michael  Callen, 
said  he  is  proud  of  the  role  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  has  played  in  fighting  the  epidemic. 
“If  people  allow  their  own  homophobia  to 
deny  them  information,  that  is  very  sad,” 
said  Callen,  adding  that  “Gay  men  repre¬ 
sent  half  the  PWAs  in  this  city  and  should  be 
represented  as  such.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 


AIDS 

BEREAVEMENT  GROUP 

Sponsored  by 
Hospice  of  Cambridge 

FOR  FRIENDS,  LOVERS,  AND  FAMILY 
OF  PERSONS  WITH  AIDS 

Begins  March,  1988  •  No  Charge 
Meetings  in  Harvard  Square 

For  more  information,  call: 

Betsy  Bunn  547-2620  or 
Nadja  Gould  495-2070 


Newbury  Veterinary 
Clinic 

Bruce  R.  Weiner, 
V.M.D. 

272  Huntington  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
near  Symphony  &  Mass  Ave  T 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


LOOKING  AT  USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to  us  for 
a  complete  evaluation.  $35  for  4  or 
6  cylinder  cars  —  $5  extra  for  V-8, 
van  or  A/C  (with  this  ad).  If  you 
would  like  a  woman  mechanic  to 
work  on  your  car,  please  say  so 
when  you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northhampton  Street 
_ 267-0300 


TAX  PREPARATION 

by 

Gordon  Parry 

Individual,  Partnership  & 
Corporate  Returns 

Two  Locations: 

Newbury  Street  •  Boston 
Washington  Street  •  Medford 

(617)  730-4103 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

*  Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


COMMUNITY. 

6UIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

M3  Mass.  Are.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
6 1 7-49 1  -44 1 0 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03962 
(603)  363-9545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

ULUAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston.  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
69  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  S42-0I44 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN  S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa,  Central  America. 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1969 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-85M 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brooldine.  MA  02146 
232-7200 


DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
475-6950 

insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston.  MA  021 16 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE.  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

522- 9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

WOMEN.  COUPLES  AND 

CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard.  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH 
ED.D 

Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  M A  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  021 16 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston.  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60Vi  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DAYCARE 

BARB  S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston.  MA  02114 

523- 3772 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq..  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq..  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St, 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLUNS.  CLU 
Congress  St 
P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
I -800-352-3 1 85 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brooldine.  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.MA  01840 
683-7676 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston.  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNINGfREPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 


RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  Ilam 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts..  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSTER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plan 
482-2900 


A  cabaret  for  queer 
Boston 


A  performance  by  the  great  Linda  Hopkins  heralds  diverse 
line-up  for  Club  Cabaret 


Linda  Hopkins.  At  Club  Cabaret,  Boston.  March 
3-6. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

In  the  mid-1970s  such  New  York  watering 
holes  as  Reno  Sweeneys  and  The 
Ballroom  became  popular  by  featuring 
recognized,  if  somewhat  neglected,  singers 
like  Blossom  Dearie  and  Barbara  Cook.  At 
the  same  time,  the  clubs  introduced  au¬ 
diences  to  new  names  like  Jane  Olivor.  This 
early  blooming  of  intimate,  elegant,  and 
for  the  most  part  sophisticated  entertain¬ 
ment  was  fueled  by  a  gay  sensibility.  The 
musical  material  con¬ 
sisted  of  show  tunes 
(often  with  the  sex¬ 
ually  suggestive  or 
knowing  lyrics  of  Lorenz  Hart  or  Cole 
Porter)  and  the  patter  and  comedy  bits  were 
filled  with  in-jokes  and  gay  cultural 
references.  The  gay  male  presence  was  so 
acknowledged  that  a  group  of  New  York 
and  San  Francisco  clubs  became  known  as 
the  “gay  cabaret  circuit.”  (In  1982  People 
magazine,  in  a  grave  lapse  from  their  usual 
sensitivity  to  gay  issues,  referred  to  this 
cabaret  scene  as  “the  AIDS  circuit”;  they 
apologized  after  a  batch  of  angry  letters.) 

Boston  has  had  few  authentic 
“cabarets”;  the  early-’70s  Rainbow  Room 
at  the  old  Boston-Boston  dance  bar  (now  1 5 
Lansdowne  Street)  might  have  been  com¬ 
parable  to  the  New  York  bars,  but  it  lasted 
for  less  than  two  years.  So  it  is  wonderful  to 
now  see  Club  Cabaret,  connected  to  the 
Club  Cafe  restaurant  and  bar,  programming 
diverse  entertainment  that  would  otherwise 
rarely  get  to  Boston. 

When  booking  a  club  attached  to  a 
restaurant  noted  for  its  local  gay  clientele, 
one  might  be  tempted  to  rely  upon  well- 
known  acts  presumed  to  fit  into  the  club’s 
image  —  and  not  to  offer  a  broad  range  of 
shows  and  performers  that  might  please  a 
gay  (and  straight)  audience.  Club  Cabaret 
opened  last  year  with  Sharon  McKnight  and 
Jimmy  James  —  both  noted  for  their  gay 
followings.  But  over  the  past  few  months 
Club  Cabaret  has  brought  in  more 
“crossover”  performers  like  Christine  Kaye 
and  her  jazz  trio,  jazz  vocalist  Rebecca 
Paris,  and  just  last  week,  the  great  Linda 
Hopkins. 

Hopkins,  a  Black  blues/jazz/gospel 
singer,  has  been  performing  for  almost  60 
years.  She  has  won  two  Tony  Awards  —  for 
her  one-woman  show  Me  and  Bessie,  about 
Bessie  Smith,  and  for  her  performance  in  In- 


Linda  Hopkins 


ner  City,  a  musical  revue  based  on  life  in 
New  York  ghettos. 

Hopkins’  repertoire  spans  decades  as  well 
as  genres.  She  sang  some  of  the  traditional 
cabaret  material  —  “Mack  the  Knife,”  by 
Brecht  and  Weill  in  original  1930s  German, 
political  cabaret  music,  as  well  as  the  Billie 
Holiday  classic  “Fine  and  Mellow”  and 
“God  Bless  the  Child.”  But  many  of  her 
other  vocals  drew  upon  a  more  bluesy  tradi¬ 
tion,  specifically  songs  associated  with 
Bessie  Smith.  Hopkins  brought  a  particular¬ 
ly  raucous  sound  to  such  favorites  as  “Ain’t 
Nobody’s  Business”  and  “Gimme  a  Pig- 
foot.” 

Perhaps  the  most  startling  rendition  of 
the  evening  was  Lionel  Bart’s  “As  Long  as 
He  Needs  Me,”  from  the  show  Oliver. 
Because  of  Hopkins’  gospel  influence  and 
vocal  inclinations,  the  song  became  more  of 
a  hymn  than  the  tale  of  a  wronged  woman. 
(This  same  tendency  can  also  be  seen  in  the 
Aretha  Franklin  version  of  “What  I  Did  For 
Love.”)  The  religious  tenor  of  the  number 
was  nicely  set  off  by  the  more  secular  tone  of 
Eve  Merriam’s  “Deep  in  the  Night,”  from 
Inner  City.  Hopkins’  deep-throated,  lustful 
rumblings  were  both  erotic  and  witty  and  a 
perfect  compliment  to  her  other  material. 

Although  Ten  Percent  Revue  and  Jimmy 
James  were  big  hits,  Club  Cabaret  has  taken 
a  while  to  establish  itself.  It  looks  as  though 
it  is  now  coming  into  its  own  with  a  wide 
variety  of  talent.  □ 


Two  books 

Continued  from  page  7 

Shilts’  critique  has  been  his  description  of 
this  journalistic  negligence.  No  media  critic 
notes  the  toll  the  media’s  silence  took  in  gay 
lives  lost  because  information  about  the 
disease  was  not  distributed  quickly.  No 
reviewer  offers  an  ounce  of  self-criticism. 

Ultimately,  both  of  the  books  and  their 
reviews  make  sad  reading.  Women’s  ex¬ 
periences  are  dismissed  because  of 
heterosexual  male  defensiveness.  Gay  men’s 
deaths  are  dismissed  because  they  asked  for 
this  fatal  disease.  And  an  uncritical,  super¬ 
ficial,  self-congratulatory  media  miss  the 
point  once  again.  □ 


GALA 

Continued  from  page  6 

enormous  canvasses,  Lewko’s  works  are 
bold  and  both  hot  and  icy. 

In  contrast  to  the  intensity  and  weight  of 
Sinclair  and  Lewko  are  the  works  of  Bet 
Lee.  Combining  U.S.  Southwest  Native 
with  Asian  influences,  her  prone  nudes  are 
full  of  airy  yellow  strokes,  wisps  of  orange 
and  slips  of  blue.  Her  harmonious  pieces, 
which  expose  the  whiteness  of  the  canvass, 
are  sweetly  erotic,  portraying  female  sex¬ 
uality  at  ease  with  itself  and  its  surroun¬ 
dings. 

The  dominating  works  of  PG  Morin  close 
off  the  exhibit.  The  suspicious,  cool  eyes  of 
his  “True  Blue  Friend”  permit  entrance  to 
the  final  space.  Nagelish  in  style,  his  blues 


and  greens  seem  literally  to  cool  the  air. 
Other  Morin  oils,  full  of  elongated  strokes 
and  nude  females  show  a  gravity-soaked 
shape  reminiscent  of  Munch’s  “Three 
Stages  of  Women.” 

The  GALA  show  serves  as  a  reminder  of 
what  our  community  so  often  does  without 
—  visual  affirmations  of  who  we  are. 
GALA  let  us  enter  our  own  courageous 
world  —  at  least  for  four  days.  We  await 
GALA’s  next  creation,  which  can  only  be 
enriched  by  increased  multi-racial  and 
multi-cultural  diversity.  □ 


At  home 

Continued  from  back  page 
by  proxy,  us,  as  they  smooch  in  their  living 
room.  Jim  Ed,  associate  editor  of  Drum¬ 
mer,  the  glossy  men’s  S/M  rag,  has  his 
lover,  a  porn  star,  tied  up  to  their  four- 
poster  bed.  Both  men  greet  the  camera  with 
eager  smiles  that  say  “I  know  you  are  watch¬ 
ing  me.” 

I  spoke  to  Sohier  on  the  phone,  and  she 
does  not  think  all  this  stuff  about  watching 
and  being  watched  is  an  important  aspect  of 
her  show.  But  go  and  see  it  anyway.  No  mat¬ 
ter  how  they  got  there,  her  photographs  are 
a  part  of  a  much  larger,  more  inclusive  fami¬ 
ly  album.  Now,  if  Sohier  would  only  keep 
her  mouth  shut  and  let  us  speak  for 
ourselves.  □ 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  MARCH  20-26,  1988  □  PAGE  II 


GAYELLDW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mall  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  tool) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas.  N.  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas.  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.dTh 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

13  Years  Gay  Affirmative  Counseling 
for  the  Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-26 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  022  1 5 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 
ext.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


Your  ad  could  be 
here  for  as  little  as 
$60  per  month 

Call 

(617)  426-4469 


The  ALL  NEW  YOU 


Humiiii 


Will  let  you 


CHANGE  YOUR  LIFE 


The  Loving  Brotherhood  proudly  announces: 
The  ALL  NEW  YOU  Experience  at.... 

Kalani  Honua 

Kalapana,  Hawaii 

April  lst/2nd/3rd  1988 


for  the  better! 


FREE  INFORMATION: 

YOU,  Box  556GCN,  Sussex  HJ 
07461 

or  call  (201)  875  4710 


617-776-5866 


Somerville,  Mass. 


•  Non-Profit 
Agencies 


Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 
Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 
Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Small 
Businesses 


•  Sole 
Proprietors 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


MassBay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
.  .  controlled  collective  and  a  union 

rnv  shop,  can  meet  your  complete 

J  '  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Cl  Call  us  for  an  estimate 

at  524-6822 

ChU  Monday  through  Friday, 

O  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


Prisoners 


Seeking 

Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


AIDS  info 

If  you  want  some  basic  info  on  AIDS,  please 
write:  GCN  Prisoner  Project,  62  Berkeley  St, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 

■©©©©©©©©©©©©© 

Seattle  Gay  News  will  accept  penpal  ads  from 
lesbian/gay  prisoners  in  these  states: 
Washington,  Oregon,  Idaho  and  Alaska.  They 
will  also  give  FREE  papers  to  prisoners  in  these 
states  (only!)  Write:  SGN,  704  E.  Pike,  Seattle 
WA  98122. 

©©©©©©©©©©©© © 

Outlook  On  justice,  a  prisoner  support  newsletter, 
produced  by  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
is  available  to  prisoners  FREE  ($5  to  outsiders);  Write 
to:  AFSC,  Outlook  on  Justice,  2161  Mass  Ave,  Cam¬ 
bridge  MA  02140. 


I’m  a  gay  prisoner  who  has  just  tested  positive 
for  HIV.  They  tell  me  it’s  just  a  matter  of  tii 
before  I  have  fullblown  AIDS  but  I  refuse  to  ac¬ 
cept  this  prognosis.  I’d  like  to  start  getting  GCN 
so  I  can  keep  up  on  the  latest  information.  I’d 
also  like  to  find  some  penpals  who’d  like  to 
write.  Hugh  T.  COLOMB,  19489-148,  Box 
1000,  Marion  1L  62959. 


I  have  a  medical  problem  which  causes  me  to 
wet  the  bed  nearly  every  time  I  go  to  sleep.  You 
can  understand  the  problems  I  have  from  this 
with  other  prisoners.  It’s  approved  thru  the  unit 
hospital  for  people  outside  to  send  in  adult 
disposable  ‘diapers’.  My  mom  sends  some  when 
she’s  able  but  they  aren’t  free  and  she’s  poor.  I 
wonder  if  (for  $5.50)  someone  out  there  could 
send  me  a  pack  of  medium  ‘incontinent  briefs’ 
(made  by  Attends  or  Curity  &  others)  care  of 
the  Unit  Medical  Dept.  The  prison  refuses  to 
furnish  me  with  these.  1  will  answer  any  letters 
also.  THANK  YOU.  Mike  BROXSON,  420416, 
c/o  Medical  Dept,  Wynne  Unit,  Huntsville  TX 
77349.  _ 


Female  impersonator,  smooth  body,  dark  skin, 
|  like  to  party,  reading  and  play  handball.  Hope 
»  'o  get  a  sex  change  in  the  future.  Color  or  race 
don’t  matter.  Send  photo  if  you  can.  Diane 
ROSS,  (legal  name  change),  150217,  Box  900, 
Jefferson  City  MO  65102. 


I’m  seeking  letters  for  friendship  from  TV,  TS 
and  gay  men.  I  will  be  getting  out  in  less  than  a 
year  and  would  like  some  help  Finding  job  and 
housing  resources.  Please  write.  Russell 
RASCO,  55364,  Unit  29-C,  Parchman  MS 
38738. _ 

I  am  sitting  in  Solitary  with  a  LOT  of  time  on 
my  hands  and  I  was  thinking  why  not  try  and 
make  some  new  friends.  I  like  to  water  ski  and 
sunbathe,  play  chess,  music  and  make  new 
friends.  Floyd  OOODSON,  058384  (317),  1 150 
SW  Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956. 


I’m  a  Scorpio,  19,  looking  for  someone  more 
dominant  to  build  a  solid  relationship  with. 
Your  photo  gets  mine.  Color  and  age  mean 
nothing.  Patricia  MORIN,  A627913  Box  101, 
PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024 


I’m  a  Black  female  bisexual  and  extremely  lone¬ 
ly.  I  would  like  some  correspondence.  Brenda 
CUNNINGHAM,  A160077  (114),  PO  Box 
8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


1  am  gay  and  have  been  for  10  years  and  am 
looking  for  an  everlasting  relationship  who’s 
not  ashamed  about  what  they  are,  but  is  happy. 
I’m  Black  and  very  jazzy.  Deborah  WILLIS, 
160020  (510)H-3,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke 
Pines  FL  33024. 


I’m  gay  and  kinky.  7”  tall,  oops,  I  mean  6  ft  tall 
and  temporarily  and  unjustly  incarcerated. 
Would  like  to  correspond  with  available  kinky 
gays.  Speak  freely!  James  H.  BOWEN,  139010, 
Box  500,  Boydton  VA  23917. 


I  lived  with  a  lover  for  6  years.  Since  he  died  8 
months  ago  1  have  been  extremely  lonely.  1 
would  like  to  try  to  find  someone  to  share 
myself,  ideals  and  interests,  with  and  to  be  able 
to  talk  about  things.  1  enjoy  reading,  writing 
poetry,  sports  and  jazz.  Please  consider  writing. 
Melvin  STEVENS,  199-038  (H-2-B),  Box  7010, 
Chillicothe  OH  45601. 


Playful,  sexy,  lonely,  male  seeking  a  friend  to 
correspond  with.  Joe  REARDEN,  97339,  Box 
128,  Eddyville  KY  42038.  


Queridos  mios,  hablo  en  espanol,  en  ingles,  y  en 
gaelic  (el  idioma  de  Irlanda).  Me  gustaria 
escribir  para  que  goyar  una  amistad  con  una 
persona  como  a  mi.  Por  supuesto  yo  soy 
afeminado  o  bisexual  y  quiero  que  llegar  a  con- 
ocer  alguien  afuera  para  una  amistad  roman- 
tica.  S.R.  BOH  ANON,  059799  (K3-36),  Box 
340  Camp  Rd,  Sharpes  FL  32959. 


Bi  inmate  being  considered  for  transfer  to 
Conn.,  RI,  or  N  Hamp.  Would  like  to  hear 
from  anyone  in  these  states  to  form  friendship 
for  when  I’m  transferred.  Tim  SCAGGS, 
119050,  ACC,  PO  Box  1000,  Craigsville  VA 
24430. 


Black  gay  male  seeking  to  correspond  with  any 
other  gay  people  for  interesting  conversation 
about  life  in  general  or  a  personal  one  to  one 
serious  and  Tasting  relationship.  I  have  no 
hangups  on  race,  creed  or  national  origin. 
Thanks.  James  PERRY,  Box  215,  Maury  NC 
27554. 


Bisexual  male  seeking  correspondence  with  TV- 
TS  and  other  gays.  Into  surfing,  rock  ’n  roll, 
and  sex.  Robert  JAMES,  436953  Ramsey  2,  Rt 
2  Box  1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583. 


Prisoner  NEEDS  MAIL.  Educated,  sincere, 
wishes  to  find  friend  for  lasting  relationship. 
Photo  appreciated.  Talmadge  GRAVES, 
85015,  MSU  5-20,  Tucker  AR  72168. 


A  very  good  friend  of  mine  turn  me  on  to  gay 
news.  The  paper  is  very  provacative  and  I  would 
love  to  receive  them.  I’m  a  black  male  looking 
for  communication  and  companionship.  I  love 
she  males,  and  any  gay  male  who’s  sensitive  to  a 
man’s  needs.  I  would  appreciate  any  outside 
communication.  Victor  McFADDEN,  P-5107, 
Drawer  K,  Dallas  PA  18612. 


I  am  scheduled  for  parole  in  June  of  1988  and 
have  no  home  to  go  to  nor  anyone  anywhere 
who  I  know  that  would  help  me.  I  am  seeking  a 
sincere  relationship.  I  have  a  BA  in  architec¬ 
tural  drafting  and  do  a  lot  of  art  work.  I  love 
the  outdoors  and  freedoms  that  go  with  it. 
Please  correspond  with  me  at:  Terry  RADIC- 
CHI,  Box  137  Rt  2,  Creswell  NC  27928. 


Quietly  gay  body  builder  would  like  to  corres 
pond  with  gays  in  the  “free  world”.  I  can  be 
hot  and  aggressive  with  the  right  guy.  Mike 
MAIETTA,  86A  583,  Box  51,  Comstock  NY 

12821  in  - 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 


PERSONALS 


Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

THE  “HONEYMOON"  IS  BACK!!! 

Fem,  24,  5’3  3/4",  125  lbs.,  blonde  hair,  (more  or  less), 
desiring  Butch,  24,  5’6”  112  lbs,  black  hair  with  great 
arms  and  shoulders  for  more  hot  sex,  long  talks,  amus¬ 
ing  showers,  and  hard  fights. 

I  love  you,  sweetie!  Bo  Bo _ (35) 

COME  HITHER 

So  I  may  worship  your  waifliness.  Can’t  wait  to  save 
daylight  and  dally  with  you.  Also  looking  forward  to 
removing  your  spectacles.  Satin  Sue _ (35) 

OAKLAND  HONIES 

We  miss  you  like  the  dickens.  Make  plans  to  visit  soon. 
Send  more  sexy  pix,  ASAP,  we’ll  reciprocate.  Grape 
and  other  fruit  arrangements  optional.  —  Your  bean- 
town  babes _ (35) 

BEGINNER  SOCCER  FOR  WOMEN 
Learn  to  play  in  safe  environment.  Free  clinic  for 
women  w/little  or  no  sports/soccer  experience  (possibili¬ 
ty  of  team  forming).  Sunday,  March  27,  I0am-2pm 
Lusitania  Field,  Fresh  Pond,  Cambridge.  For  info  call 
Hershey  661-6771, _ (36) 

GWF  25  attractive  looking  for  a  lasting  relationship  with 
a  warm,  caring,  creative  and  attractive  woman  aged 
23-28.  I’m  into  music,  movies  and  giving  and  getting  lots 
of  affection.  Send  photos  if  possible.  GCN  Box  295  (37) 
We  have  been  Positively  Revolting  for  3  years.  Con¬ 
gratulations  to  all  the  past  and  present  process  queens! 
(Laurie,  Nora,  Pam,  Amelia,  Karen,  M.A.,  Felice,  Kim 
and  Maddy.  “Solid.”  Yo  Jeanne!) _ (35) 

I’m  27  year  old  Polish  gay  man,  who  lives  in  Warsaw.  I 
would  like  to  correspond  with  gays  from  the  USA.  I’m 
interested  in  theatre,  opera,  cinema,  music,  tourism, 
and  I  know  English  language.  Marek  Wyloga,  Skrytka 
Poozt  142, 00-953  Warszawa  30,  Poland _ (37) 

WELCOME  BACK  S-MAN 

It  sounds  like  it  was  hell,  but  I’ve  a  secret  I’ve  gotta’  tell 
(oh  no,  more  personal  details???):  I’m  so  glad  you’re 
home,  I  felt  so  alone.  You’re  the  biggest  part  of  me 
(thank  god  I’m  not  the  biggest  part  of  you,  tee  hee). 
You're  my  inspiration,  (and  apparently  we're  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  some  pretty  hot  dykes  in  this  town  —  hi 
B&B!)  Don’t  ever  leave  again,  ok?  OK! 

Love,  C-BOY _ (35) 

SOCCER  PLAYERS  WANTED! 

We’re  looking  for  experienced  players  to  join  the  P’s  & 
Q’s,  the  only  all-lesbian  soccer  team  in  the  EMWSL! 
For  information  call  Leigh  at  492-7653  or  661 -6771.  (36) 

AUDIO  DRAMA 

Cybernetics  and  sex  change.  Send  M.O.  $15  per  tape  to 
R.  Hill,  Koringstr.  23,  2820  Bremen  70,  West 
Germany. _ (36) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  +  /hr.) _ (£7) 


LF  40  Bright,  sensitive  child  of  the  60’s  looking  for  gen¬ 
tle  woman  with  wit,  intelligence  and  humor  to  go  danc¬ 
ing,  to  the  theatre,  concerts,  dinner.  It’s  almost  spring! 
Have  a  sense  of  adventure.  GCN  Box  287, _ (35) 

WOMEN  -  HAVE  THE 
TIME  OF  YOUR  LIVES! 

Plan  now  to  spend  5  days  over  Memorial  Day  Holiday 
(Thursday,  May  26-30th)  at  Campfest,  the  comfortable 
women’s  music  festival  held  near  Oxford,  PA.  Five  days 
of  feminist  and  lesbian  music  and  entertainment. 
Washington  Sisters,  Heather  Bishop,  Suede,  Gayle 
Marie,  Sisters  of  the  One  Eye,  Dyketones,  Amythyst, 
Faith  Petrie,  Jennifer  Justice/Lavender  Hearts.  A  relax¬ 
ed  and  friendly  atmosphere  in  a  luxurious  setting.  Swim¬ 
ming  pool,  tennis  courts,  indoor  hot  showers  and  flush 
toilets.  Choice  of  dormitory-styled  cabins  or  tenting. 
Crafts  marketplace,  workshops,  singles  activities,  soft- 
ball.  Come  be  part  of  the  magic  at  Campfest  with  5  days 
of  entertainment,  housing  and  meals  for  $35  a  day  or 
less.  Don’t  miss  out  on  the  fun!  Write  to  Campfest:  RR3 
Box  185-006,  Franklinville,  NJ  08322,  or  call  Gail 
(609)694-2037, _ 

GIVE  IT  TO  ME 

Burly,  deMANding  tops,  hairy,  agressive, 
insatiable... send  me  your  letters,  filthy  photos, 
unrefusable  offers. ..Long  distance  or  local,  truckers, 
construcion  workers  —  the  butch-er  the  better.  Reply 
GCN 

Box  281. _ (35) 

LF  40  Bright,  sensitive  child  of  the  60’s  looking  for  gen¬ 
tle  woman  with  wit,  intelligence  and  humor  to  go  danc¬ 
ing,  to  the  theatre,  concerts,  dinner.  It’s  almost  spring! 
Have  a  sense  of  adventure.  GCN  Box  287.  (35) 

WILD  ROSES  AND  FAERIES 

Longing  for  boys  and  girls  into  Irish  music  (playing  or 
pubbing)  for  Celtic  companionship.  Any  creed,  class  or 
clan.  GCN  Box  294, _ (35) 

GAY  APOLOGY  TO  BOYS 

I  have  been  very  sick  —  hospital,  family  rejection  etc. 
since  Dec.  5th.  I  am  fine  now,  am  spending  all  day  every 
day  answering  mail  —  will  get  to  everyone’s  letters  — 
that  is  my  joy  in  life  —  Gay  boys  don’t  feel  rejected  — 
Homophobia  is  transitory  —  We  need  to  keep  com¬ 
municating  —  New  boys  can  write,  fine.  I’m  at  Joseph 
Sampiere,  Jr.  RN,  Griffin  Hospital  Room  B4  —  patient, 
Downstairs  Ward,  130  Division  St.,  Derby,  Conn. 
06418, _ _ (35) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

LF  38  seeks  new  beginnings  in  springtime.  Share  nature, 
spirituality,  humor,  health,  dancing,  dinner,  movies, 
bicycling,  racquetball,  tennis,  walks  on  beach.  Box  312, 
Newton  02160 _ (35) 

LOOKING  FOR  LUNCH  PALS 
I’m  an  LF,  32;  just  begun  job  at  Computervision/Bed- 
ford.  If  you  are  an  LF  working  at  CV  or  nearby,  how 
about  some  quality  lunching,  noontime  walks,  support! 
Tina  (h)628-0243  (w)  275-1800  ext.  2827.  (35) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25 1  per  word  (35<  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25<t 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  S8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x_ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs) 

.  number  of  runs) 


$_ 
$_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $  — 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□S15  per  column  inch 
_ _ inches  x  $15  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LETS  PLAY 

Lesbian  mom  and  6  month  old  girl  seek  other  parents  and  kids 
to  form  a  play  and  support  group.  Please  call  Koreen  at 
666-4756. _ (35) 

MOUNT  HOLYOKE  COLLEGE  LESBIANS 
Join  international  network  of  alumnae,  students,  and  friends, 
over  160  so  far!  Send  long  SASE,  ideas  to  D.  Albino.  32  Elm, 
Cambridge.  MA  02139,  (617)  868-01 17 _ (38) 

BODY  ELECTRIC  WKND 

Joseph  Kramer  is  coming  to  Boston  March  18-20.  Seminars  in 
Healing  with  Erotic  Energy,  Rebirthing,  Taoist  Erotic 
Massage.  Introduction  Friday  3/18,  7:30,  551  Tremont 
Street.  $5.  Information  522-9164, _ (35) 

DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 
Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  tool).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 146194. _ (49) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC,  744-6841. _ (36) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (Q 


SERVICES 


TROUBLED  PEOPLE 

Even  after  you're  out  you  may  still  feel  depressed,  con¬ 
fused,  lonely,  just  plain  miserable.  Psychotherapy  helps. 
Interview  the  therapist  at  no  charge.  Ruth  Chessman, 
MA,  Newton.  (617)  964-2510. _ (41) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(6 17)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR.  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


North  Shore  Gay  & 

Lesbian  Counseling 
Services  of  NSCMHC 

offering  affirmative  and 
supportive  counseling  tor  individuals, 
couples,  families  and  group 
counseling. 

Health  insurance  accepted 
Sliding  scale 

Call  744-5322 


HELP  WANTED 

NONHOMOPHOBIC  CHILDCARE! 

Two  professional  women  seek  experienced  live-in  nanny 
to  care  for  infant  in  Cambridge.  Light  housekeeping. 
Near  MBTA.  Good  salary  and  benefits.  Available  May 
I ,  Call  576-3802. _ (35) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Live-in  housekeeper/maintenance  position  for  women’s 
guesthouse  in  Provincetown.  Long  season.  Immediate 
opening.  Call  Gabriel  at  487-3232. _ (37) 

BIKE  SHOP 

Broadway  Bicycle  School  is  looking  for  female  and  male 
bicycle  mechanics  of  both  sexes  poke).  Experience  is 
preferred,  but  we  will  train.  Call  868-3392.  (36) 


Staffing 

Coordinators 

Exciting  and  challenging  positions 
are  available  in  the  area's  largest 
and  most  respected  temporary  nurs¬ 
ing  placement  service.  These  posi¬ 
tions  are  in  our  downtown  Boston 
office,  with  openings  on  days,  even¬ 
ings,  and  weekends. 

We  have  both  full-time  and  part- 
time  openings.  Our  continued 
growth  requires  that  the  individuals 
selected  be  well-motivated,  ar¬ 
ticulate  and  have  some  previous 
related  experience.  Responsibilities 
include:  heavy  telephone  contact 
with  medical  clients  and  temporary 
employees,  interviewing  and  plac¬ 
ing  employees  on  assignments. 
Competitive  salary  and  incentive 
bonus  package  offered.  (This  is  a 
smoking  office.)  Resume  indicating 
which  shift  and  full  or  part-time  to: 
Steven  Kacouros,  Staff  Builders 
Health  Care  Services,  18  Tremont 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


HELP  WANTED 

FULL  CHARGE  ACCOUNTANT  AND  FINANCE 
OFFICE  MANAGER  for  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  six  state  region,  16  programs.  Five  years  ex¬ 
perience  and  computer  skills  necessary.  Base  salary 
$20,700.  Chicago-based.  For  info  call  (312)  427-2533  or 
write  AFSC,  59  E.  Van  Buren,  Chicago.  IL  60605.  (36) 

UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY 

Running  Water  Retreat  Center  for  gay  men  is  seeking 
program  coordinator/caretaker.  Responsibilities  include 
facilitating  retreats,  workshops  and  gatherings,  hosting 
visitors,  light  maintenance  and  housekeeping.  Seeking  a 
person  or  couple  adaptable  to  rustic  mountain  living, 
possessing  practical  skills,  gregarious  personality,  and  a 
responsible  nature.  Salary  of  room  and  board  plus 
$75/month  and  commissions  from  events.  Must  have 
own  vehicle.  Vegetarian  fare  and  no  illegal  drugs.  Write: 
Search  Committee,  Rt.  I  Box  127-E,  Bakersville, 

NC  28705 _ (36) 

INTERIOR  PAINTING 

Novice  and  experienced.  Transportation  helpful. 
Careful  work  essential.  787-9437.  _ (38) 


PEOPLE 
WITH  AIDS 
NEED  YOU 


If  you're  interested  in  providing  health  care 
to  people  with  AIDS,  The  Visiting  Nurse 
Association  of  Boston  has  a  unique  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Currently,  we  are  training  Home 
Health  Aides  to  work  specifically  with  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS.  We  will  certify  you  as  a 
Home  Health  Aide.  Serve  your  communi¬ 
ty  and  provide  personal  care  to  people 
who  need  your  help. 

•  Create  your  own  schedule,  full  and 
part-time. 

•  Paid  training  provided 

Interested  candidates  should  call  |lm 
McCarthy,  RN,  at  426-5555,  ext.  354  or 
apply  in  person  at  IOO  Boylston  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 


Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 


GCN  Job 
Openings 

■  ART  DIRECTOR  (available  mid-April): 
Maintain  overall  design  of  the  paper  and 
oversee  the  layout  and  proofreading  functions 
on  production  night.  Design  centerspreads 
and  cover  graphics  (or  assign  to  volunteer  ar¬ 
tists),  weekly  display  advertising,  as  well  as 
promotional  materials,  pamphlets,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
experience  preferred,  but  training  is  available. 

■  COORDINATING  EDITOR:  (availa¬ 
ble  late  April):  Coordinate  paper’s  overall 
administrative/financial  affairs  and  fundraising 
activities.  Prepare  editorial/letters  pages. 
Serve  as  liaison  with  board,  and,  as  necessary, 
serve  as  paper's  spokesperson/representative. 
Qualifications:  Strong  administrative, 
organizational,  interpersonal  and  fundraising 
skills.  Familiarity  with  GCN  preferable. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to 
gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism, 
an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  collective  decision-making  pro¬ 
cess. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

■  FREELANCE,  PART-TIME  TYPE¬ 
SETTER:  Coordinate  the  paper’s  revenue- 
producing,  outside  typesetting  business. 
Responsibilities:  Typeset  outside  work  and 
schedule  other  typesetters;  oversee  and 
devolop  the  business;  keep  staff  informed. 
Qualifications:  Good  typesetting  skills, 
preferably  on  a  Compugraphic  Editwriter 
7500,  and  strong  organizational  skills  with  at¬ 
tention  to  detail.  Familiarity  with  GCN 
strongly  preferred.  Knowledge  of  progressive 
movements  helpful.  Hours:  20-F  /month 
(evenings,  Friday,  or  weekends).  Salary: 
>8- 1 0/hour  with  some  benefits. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  by  March  31  to  GCN 
job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.. 
Boston,  MA  021 16.  _ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

HELP  WANTED  ROOMMATE  WANTED 

PUBLICATIONS 

DANCE  CO.  MANAGER 

North  Atlantic  Ballet  seeks  business  manager  to  oversee 
all  programs  and  administrative  functions.  Some  fiscal 
responsibility.  BA  plus  4  years  related  experience,  or 
MA  in  field  plus  2  years  related  experience.  Preference 
to  applicants  with  non-profit  or  arts  organization  ex¬ 
perience.  Salary  mid-20’s.  Submit  resume  and  letter  of 

intent  to  GCN  Box  296. _ (38) 

HELP  STOP  NUCLEAR  WEAPONS 
Office  manager  for  INFACT’s  national  office.  INFACT 
is  organizing  the  GE  Boycott.  Ensure  smooth  operations 
of  the  office.  Spread  the  campaign  by  answering  infor¬ 
mation  requests.  Full-time.  Send  resume  to  Kathy 
Pillsbury,  INFACT,  .256  Hanover  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021 13  or  call  742-4583, _ (36) 

VISITING  NURSING  AND  HOSPICE  OF  CAMBRIDGE 
Seek  caring  home  health  attendants  to  work  with  per¬ 
sons  with  AIDS  and  other  terminally  ill  people  in  their 
homes.  Training  can  be  provided.  Ongoing  support  and 
supervision.  Call  Judy  Casarella  or  Barbara  Field  at 
547-2620. _ (35) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005.  (Ex) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

SUMMER  SUBLET 

Seek  responsible  M/F,  age  25/35,  to  share  4BR  house  in 
J.P.  with  2M,  1  cat.  Can  negotiate  dates,  avail. 
4-15/9-30,  1  Zi  baths,  W/D,  bkyrd,  easy  parking,  on  T. 
stop.  Rent  S275/m.  Util.  +  3.  Call  522-21 II. _ (35) 

NONTHEMATIC  QUEERS  SEEK  SAME 
LF  and  GM  seek  two  rmmts.  for  nice  large  house.  Union 
Sqare-Somerville  smokers.  Two  cats.  Friendly,  indep. 
household  $170/$210  first/last  avail.  4/1  Dean  or 
Kirsten  628-1652. _ (37) 

April  and  May  sublet  —  2JF’s  sk  IF  for  veggie,  friendly, 
quiet,  independent  household.  Somerville,  close  to  T. 
623-8603. _ (37) 

WATERTOWN 

2  LF’s  seeking  non-smoking  3rd  for  large,  clean  3  BR 
apt  Vi  block  from  public  transp.  Avail,  immediately 
S3 17/mo  +  util.  Call  923-9515  (eves) _ 05) 

Housemates  wanted  to  share  7  room  house  near  T  and 
beach  in  Quincy  $450  +  util.  471-9353.  No  smoking,  no 
drugs  or  alcohol  preferred, _ (36) 

FLAGRANT  NON-YUP  WOMON 

APT  AVAILABLE  NOW 

Rad.,  veg.  LF  seeks  same  for  large,  beautiful  2BR  Som’l 
apt.  w/much  hard-wood  and  many  windows,  2  porches, 
W/D,  roof  access,  (pet  pos.)  347.50  + .  Class  con- 
ciousness  important.  Call  with  questions/answers. ..for 
details. ..keep  trying! 628-8470, _ (35) 


J.P.  MANSION 

Neat,  considerate,  non¬ 
smoking  roommate  needed  to 
share  wonderful  13-room  Vic¬ 
torian  house  in  Jamaica  Plain 
with  1  LF  and  5  GMs.  We're 
independent,  friendly,  and 
quiet.  Room  available  is  very 
private,  with  a  private  bath 
and  closet  space.  House  has 
enormous  common  areas,  2 
full  kitchens,  decks,  porches, 
and  parking.  Near  Orange  and 
Arborway  T  lines.  $335  plus 
resonable  utilites.  Security 
deposit.  Call  522-6350  or 
524-9927. _ 

Sublet.  1  bedroom  in  JP  LF  household  for  April-May 
(end  March-pbssible).  Near  T.  Rent  $250  plus  util.  No 
smoking  or  pets.  Call  524-6878. _ (35) 

Sunny  Somerville  Home.  Three  LFs  seek  fourth.  We 
have  two  second  floor  porches,  garden,  spacious  rooms. 
Our  semi-coop,  semi-veg,  cigarrette  and  furry  pet  free 
home  is  near  DaVis  Square.  776-0303.  (35) 

- '  - - - - - 3T  . 

TRY  GCN’S 

GUARANTEED 

ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469, 


SOMERVILLE 

Roomy  3BR  in  charming  turn  of  the  century  house.  Sun¬ 
shine,  bay  windows,  hardwood,  porches,  7  large  rooms, 
parking.  Just  moved  in,  ready  for  roommates  March/ 
April.  Seek  2  more  to  make  friendly  indep  F  home. 
25  + ,  prof’l,  sense  of  humor,  responsible;  sorry,  no 
smoke/drugs/pets.  $300  +  .  Judy  623-5535  (leave 
message) _ (35) 

Non-smoking  L  (25  + )  sought  for  Cambridge  apt.  (Bel¬ 
mont  Line)  Nr  T  (10  min  to  Harvard  on  bus).  Rent  $325 
including  util.  Laundry  in  building.  Call  864-4314.  (35) 

GM,  25,  SEEKS  ROOMMATE 

Worcester  —  Elm  Park  —  two  unfurnished  rooms  for 
rent  in  elegant,  spacious  flat.  Perfect  for  person  who  re¬ 
quires  bedroom  and  study  or  bedroom  and  separate  sit¬ 
ting  room.  Working  fireplace,  washer  and  dryer  in  flat. 
No  pets,  drugs  or  smokers,  please.  Responsible  gay  male 
preferred.  First,  last,  security,  references.  $375  plus 

phone.  797-9761. _ 05) 

LF  or  BiF,  28  + ,  wanted  to  share  beautiful  apartment 
near  J.P.  w/BiF,  dog,  cat,  plants,  good  food,  books, 
w/d/d.  and  back  porch.  It’s  a  real  home!  No 
smoke/drugs/litlle ale.  350+ .  277-5835. _ 05) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+  . 
Call  Anne  666-1267. _ (35) 

WATERTOWN 

Avail.  2/1,  2F  2M  sks  quiet  housemate  29+  for  6  bdrm 
hse,  lg  yd,  w/d,  no  additional  smkrs,  no  pets.  1  or  2  rms 
at  232.50/mo  ea.  +  util.  Call  7-9pm  wkdys.  ll-4wknds 
923-1367, _ 05) 

APARTMENTS 

WATERTOWN 

Great  two-room  sublet  for  responsible,  quiet  female.  Kitchen 
privs.,  yard,  near  “T”.  Drug,  smoke,  alcohol,  pet  free  home. 
Call  9246541. _ (37) 

APT  FOR  RENT 

Dorchester  6RM  2  BDRM  1st  fir  remod  kitch/bath  washer 
hkup  new  systems  porch  gas  stv/ht  water  oil  heat  owner  occ 
bid  $600/mo  no  ull  282-1 1%  Eve _ (35) 

DORCHESTER 

Ashmont  area,  2BR  in  owner  occupied  3-fam.  Sunny;  front, 
back  porches,  washer,  dryer,  hdwd  floors,  quiet 

neighborhood,  walk  toT.  $650+ .  436-2717, _  (36) 

VACATIONS 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Celebrate  Spring  with  a  visit  to  Vermont.  Cozy  woman- 
owned  &  operated  farm/retreat.  Adorable  beby  goats, 
horseback  riding,  maple  sugaring,  spring  skiing.  A 
scenic  3  Zi  hours  from  Boston.  Off  season  rates.  Call 
(802)533-7772. _ (39) 

MAINE  -  DISCOVER  THE  BEAUTY!! 

Think  summer!  Quiet,  restful,  lovely  rooms  for  women. 
Some  sea  views.  Reasonable.  Sea  Gnome’s  Home.  POB 
33  Stonington,  ME  04681.  Open  —  June  thru  Sept.  (36) 

TROPICAL  ALTERNATIVE 

Puerto  Rico’s  gay  community  is  spending  this  winter  at 
Condado  Beach.  Studios  and  one  bedrooms  on  the 
beach.  A/C,  cable,  open  terrace.  Just  minutes  from 
clubs,  casinos,  and  restaurants.  Weekly,  monthly  rates, 
call  John  899-0388.  _ _ (36) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  X-country  trails,  then  unwind  in 
our  hot  tub.  Spacious,  fireplaced  common  areas  &  char¬ 
ming  guest  rooms  await  you.  Downhill  skiing  &  sleigh 
rides  nearby.  Mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands  Inn, 
Box  1 18-G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 

•Ski  country’s  only  all-gay  inn- 

_ (36) 

PUBLICATIONS 


BLACKIOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDI  AN:  Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 

Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY.  1001 1, _  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/intcrnational  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  "A  Magazine  of  Feminism. 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publicalion.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacalive.  $1 5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

REAL  ESTATE 


GREAT  JP  CONDOS  FOR  SALE 

Fab  6  room,  3  bed,  I  bath  condos,  1100  s.f., 

Euro  Kit.  and  bath,  oak  floors,  beautiful  layout 
only  $1 13,900  and  $1 19,900  near  new  T 
Call  Walter  at  Centurv  21  522-7075 
_ (38) 

HOME  FOR  SALE 

Charming  Victorian  Saltbox  in  historic  Providence 
neighborhood.  Double  Ivrm  with  fireplace,  dining 
room.  European  kitchen,  4  bdrms  1  A  baths.  Tiled 
foyer,  wood  floors.  Totally  renovated  with  new  systems. 
Double  lot,  garage  and  deck.  Expandable  attic  space. 
S95.000  Call  Tom  or  Sue  (401 )  52 1-6Q46. _ (38) 


BISEXUALITY 

A  national  newsletter.  For  info  send  SASE  to:  P.O.  Box 
1174,  Visalia,  CA  93291. _ (34) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To;  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
GUARDIAN:lndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY.IOOII. _ [ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (6 1 7)  625-7885 .  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

BAYLOR  ALUMS: 

Still  wondering  if  that  guy  in  Penland/girl  in  Collins  is 
one  of  us?  Let’s  find  out.  Communicating  could  help  to¬ 
day’s  students  and  pressure  the  university.  Write  Steve 
T.,  1341  Ocean  Ave.,  #206,  Santa  Monica,  CA 
90401 _ (36) 

MANIBOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World-wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free, 
bulletin  $1.  NAMBLA.  PO  Box  1923  St.  Louis, 
Missouri  63118, _ (35) 


JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254, _ (IS.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to 

participate. _ (15.35) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
_ (16.1) 

ARE  YOU  A  7  SISTER  COLL.  ALUM1 
Interested  in  joining  a  new  network  of  seven  sister  les¬ 
bian  alumnae  for  fun  and  informal  social  activities?  If 
so,  call  Holly  at  964-0767.  Confidentiality  rigorously 
respected.  (38) 


CH1LTERN 


MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

...  ,  ,  Our  10th  Year  Anniversary 

Michael  Kitty 

787-0428  282-6437 


MOVERS 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ SD-MH _ _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO„  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 


No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
>  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
■  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


South  Bay 
Veterinary 
Group 

587  Trcmont  Street  South  End 
Four  Blocks  From  Copley  Place 
Louis.  J.  Guida,  DVM 
BOSTON'S  FULL-SERVICE 
VETERINARY  HOSPITAL 

£66-66 1 9 

Office  Hours  &  House  Calls 
Mon. -Sat.  by  appointment 

EMERGENCY  SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


BUDDENBRGDKS 

BACK  [SAY  BGDKSMITH 

Boston's  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out  of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


for  all  your  naeds 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

FENWAY 
mm  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING  THE 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  • 

•  health  education  •  confidential  • 


r 


Hooked  On  Sex 

You’re  hooked  if  sex  is  an 
escape  from  depression  or 
relationships.  You’re  hooked 
if  you  put  yourself  in  danger 
and  brush  aside  worries 
about  AIDS. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643  •  y 
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19  Saturday 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  singles  discuss  "What  Ails 
You. "DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass. 
Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  “Something  About  the  Women” 

features  Women's  International  News  Gathering  Service 
(WINGS)  tape.  WMFO  9I.5FM.  Ilam.  Info:  643-8324. 

Springfield  □  “The  AIDS  Crisis:  A  Religious 
Response,”  a  conference  sponsored  by  the  Connecticut 
Valley  District  of  Unitarian  Universalist  Churches. 
Childcare  and  lunch  provided  by  advance  registration  on¬ 
ly.  First  Unitarian  Universalist  Church,  245  Porter  Lake 
Dr.  Starts  at  9:45am.  $6.  Info:  (413)788-6140. 

Salem  □  The  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
presents  The  Freedom  Trail  Band  in  concert,  with  an 
opening  act  by  vocalist/guitarist  Susan  Ryder.  Old  Salem 
Town  Hall,  Denby  Sq.,  Essex  St.  Doors  open  at  7pm, 
concert  begins  at  8.  NSGLA  members  $S;  non-members 
$7.  Info:  327-98S3  or  625-3304. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers  “St  Patrick’s  Day  Plus 
Two”  party.  Food,  fun,  entertainment.  All  older  gay 
men  invited.  Upstairs  at  Playland,  21  Essex  St.  l:30-4pm. 
Info:  PO  Box  3S2,  Reading,  MA  01867. 

Cambridge  □  Boston  Mobilization  for  Survival  holds  a 
4-hour  Crash  Course  on  the  US  and  Israeli- 
Palestinian  Conflict  Wheelchair  accessible.  Central 
Square  Branch  Library,  45  Pearl  St.  I0am-2pm.  Free.  In¬ 
fo:  354-0008. 

Boston  □  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus  concert  "Share 
the  Dream."  ASL  interpreted.  Jordan  Hall,  New  England 
Conservatory,  Huntington  Ave.  and  Gainsborough  St. 
8pm.  $12  and  $8.  Info:  536-2412. 


1 9  SATURDAY  TO 
27  SUNDAY 


25  Friday  □  Dos  Lesbos  (Kelley  Edwards  and 
Lea  DeLaria)  battle  the  homophobic  world 
without  and  their  tangled  love  affair 
within.  The  hilarious  duo  appears 
as  part  of  the  Women  in  Theatre 
Festival.  Suffolk  U.  Theatre, 

55  Temple  St.,  Boston. 

10:30pm.  $8.  Info:  424-1411 


Cambridge  □  Second  Annual  Multi-Cultural 
Les/Gay  Cabaret  to  Benefit  Gay  Community 
News!  Music,  comedy,  poetry,  magic,  mime  and  dance 
with  The  Girfillas,  Jim  Vetter,  Jewelle  Gomez,  Jeffry  Pike, 
Stephen  Pelton  and  a  special  performance  of  “Polly 
Esther  (a  creative  twist  on  the  story  of  Purim)"  by  Abe 
Rybeck.  Emcees:  Urvashi  Vaid  and  Abe  Rybeck.  7:30pm. 
Paine  Hall,  Harvard  (behind  Science  Center).  $25  con¬ 
tributing,  $10  regular,  $5  low  income  (through  GCN  on¬ 
ly).  Some  free  tickets  available  for  PWAs.  ASL- 
interpreted,  wheelchair  accessible.  For  childcare  or  other 
info  call  GCN  at  426-4469. 

Somerville  □  Asian  Lesbian  Past  and  Present  slide 
show  and  potluck,  presented  by  Boston  Asian  Gay  Men 
and  Lesbians.  A  global  survey  of  Asian  lesbianism.  6pm. 
$3  donation.  Call  for  reservations:  Jack,  547-8647. 
Followed  by  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  night  out  at 
Campus. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  replay  of  interview 
with  Buffy  Dunker  on  coming  out  late  in  life.  WROR 
98.5FM.  12:30am  (Monday  morning). 

Boston  □  Slow  pitch  lesbian  softball  league  now 

forming  for  1988  season.  League  meeting  at  the  1270 
Club,  1270  Boylston.  6pm.  Info:  734-7337. 


Cambridge  □  Author  Karla  Jay  discusses  her  new 
book,  "The  Amazon  and  the  Page"  on  lesbian  couple 
Natalie  Barney  and  Renee  Vivien.  Also,  a  discussion  of 
Sistren,  a  women's  theater  group  from  Jamaica.  “Say  it, 
Sister!"  WMBR  88.1  FM.  7-8pm.  Info:  494-8810. 

Cambridge  □  Ali-Fear  Eats  the  Soul  and  Mer¬ 
chant  of  Four  Seasons  show  in  the  Fassbinder  film  fest 
at  the  Brattle  Theatre,  40  Brattle.  Info:  876-6837. 

24  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN's  production  night.  All  welcome.  Pro¬ 
ofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley, 
St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN, 
426-4469. 

Boston  □  Quilting  bee  for  NAMES  Project  New 
England  at  Arlington  St.  Church.  6-9pm.  Info: 
451-9003. 

Boston  □  Greater  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Political 
Alliance  quarterly  meeting  will  discuss  community 
response  to  anti-gay  violence.  Piemonte  Rm.,  Boston  Ci¬ 
ty  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance.  7pm.  Info:  Don, 
262-2381. 


26  Saturday 

Milton  □  Wild  women  hike  Blue  Hills.  DOB.  Cam¬ 
bridge  carpool  meets  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  Bring 
lunch.  Info:  Sara.  536-0752. 

Waltham  □  AIDS  Benefit  Dance  at  Brandeis  U.  in 
Levin  Ballroom.  Sponsored  by  Triskelion,  Brandeis  Stu¬ 
dent  Senate  and  Brandeis  Student  Events.  IO-2am.  $4.  In¬ 
fo:  736-4761,  736-4750 

Cambridge  □  “At  the  Hop”  Daughter  of  Bilitis  Spr¬ 
ing  dance.  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8-midnight.  Non-members 
$6.  Non-alcoholic  beverages.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  □  Seven  Sister  College  Lesbian  Alum¬ 
nae  network  holds  third  monthly  social  gathering  at 
7:30pm.  $5  Info:  964-0767. 

Boston  □  AIDS:  The  Legal  Issues  conference  on 
communities  affected,  civil  rights  and  public  health,  finan¬ 
cial  planning  and  more.  Sponsored  by  the  Multi-Cultural 
Concerns  Committee  and  the  Legal  Task  Force  of  AIDS 
Action  Committee,  the  AIDS  Law  Project  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  and  the  Community 
Law  Foundation.  Suffolk  U.  School  of  Law,  Rm.  638. 
9-4:30pm. 


Cambridge  □  Women’s  Center  16th  Birthday  Par¬ 
ty.  All  women  are  invited  to  help  us  celebrate.  Childcare 
available.  l2-5pm.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Mezzo-soprano  Susan  Robbins  and 
pianist  Richard  Knisely  in  concert  at  the  First  and 
Second  Church,  66  Marlborough.  8pm.  $7.  Info: 
484-5903. 

Brookline  □  United  Fruit  Co.  presents  "Polly 
Esther”  and  other  related  works.  Sponsored  by  Am 
Tikva,  UFC  proceeds  go  to  Israeli  peace  group.  1762 
Beacon  St.  $5.  Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  □  Women  partners  of  incest  survivors 

meet  at  the  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant.  8: 1 5-9: 1 5pm. 
Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Women  in  Theatre  Festival  ’18  presents 
Charabanc  Theatre  Co.  of  Belfast,  N.  Ireland  in 
"Somehere  Over  the  Balcony."  Boston  College  Rob- 
sham  Theatre.  8pm.  $12.  Siren  Theatre  Co.  of  London 
performs  "Hotel  Destiny"  and  Lilith  Theatre  with  Terry 
Baum  performs  "ONE  FOOL  or  How  I  Learned  To  Stop 
Worrying  and  Love  the  Dutch."  Suffolk  Univ.,  55  Tem¬ 
ple.  8pm.  $12  Also,  at  10:30pm,  "LES”  Cabaret  with 
Janice  Perry  (aka  Gal)  as  Mistress  of  Ceremonies.  Suffolk 
Univ.  $8.  Info:  424-1411. 


Brookline  □  Lesbian  potluck  for  Brookline, 
Brighton,  Allston  area.  Games.  6pm.  Info:  277-7867. 

Watertown  □  Gays  and  lesbians  of  Watertown  and 

surrounding  communities  potluck.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Info:  Rich,  926-5371  or  Chelle,  489-2519. 

Cambridge  □  Ourselves,  Growing 
Older  publication  party  at  New  Words,  186  Hampshire. 
3-5pm.  Free,  info:  876-5310. 

Boston  □  Women  in  Theatre  Festival  ’88  presents 
Debra  Wise's  "Mothers  and  Others"  and  Judith  Sloan's 
“When  your  Gearshift  Breaks... Stop  clutching."  Suffolk 
U.,  2pm.  $8.  Also,  at  8pm.,  Carpetbag  Theatre  Co.  of 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  performs  "Dark  Cowgirls  and  Prairie 
Queens."  Suffolk  U.  $12.  Info:  424-1411. 

22  T uesday 

Boston  □  J.S.  Music  to  benefit  AIDS  research  at 

the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center.  First  and  Second 
Church,  66  Marlborough.  8pm.  $6  general,  $3  children, 
students,  seniors.  Info:  267-0900. 

Cambridge  □  Healing  service  for  all  affected  by 

AIDS  at  Christ  Church  in  Cambridge.  7:30  pm.  Info: 
876-0200. 


Boston  □  A  Die  In  sponsored  by  ACT  UP/Boston  to 
demand  access  for  PWAs  to  aerosolized  pentamidine,  a 
treatment  that  can  help  prevent  chronic  PCP.  At  Mass. 
General  Hospital.  4:30-6:30pm.  Info:  49ACT-UP. 

Boston  □  Women  in  Theatre  Festival  '88  presents 
London's  Spare  Tyre  in  "Laugh  Lines"  at  Suffolk  Univ. 
8pm.  $12.  Info:  424-1411. 

25  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  We  need  your  help  mailing 
out  the  paper  Friday  afternoons  and  evenings.  Join  the 
party,  meet  new  friends  and  contribute  to  the  communi¬ 
ty.  Catering  by  Berkeley  Pizza  and  Downtown  Cafe. 
Anytime  between  2  and  9pm.  62  Berkeley  St,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  rap  at  the  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant.  Topic:  Looking  for  Ms.  Right.  8- 1 0pm.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Plainfield,  VT  □  Northern  New  England 
Tradeswomen  conference  at  Goddard  College, 
through  March  27.  Workshops,  networking  and  enter¬ 
tainment.  Registration  fee:  $20-$50.  To  register  or  for 
more  info:  write  NNETC,  do  Step-Up,  I  Prospect,  St. 
Johnsbury,  VT  05819. 


Boston  □  Women  in  Theatre  Festival  '88  presents 
Sistren  Theatre  Collective  of  Jamaica  (see  3/25)  and 
Rhodessa  Jones  in  "The  Legend  of  Lily  Overstreet."  Suf¬ 
folk  U.  8pm.  $12.  Info:  424-1411. 

27  Sunday 

Boston  □  Women  in  Theatre  Festival  ’88  presents 
The  New  Ehrlich's  "Sunday  on  the  Rocks."  Suffolk  U., 
55  Temple  St.  2pm.  $8.  Info:  424-1411. 

Boston  □  Am  Tikva’s  Pre-passover  Seder.  Bring  a 
dairy/veggie  Passover-style  dish  to  share.  Location  to  be 
announced,  small  donation  requested.  Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  soccer  clinic  sponsored  by 
the  Eastern  Mass.  Women's  Soccer  League  and  the  New 
England  Women’s  Sports  Connection.  A  chance  to  learn 
the  fundamentals  of  the  sport  and  maybe  create  a  new 
beginners'  team.  Lusitania  Field  on  Fresh  Pond.  IQ-2pm. 
Free.  Info:  Hershey,  661-6771 

Boston  □  “Shlock  against  Sexism”  an  April  Fools' 
Day  celebration  by  Rock  Against  Sexism.  Hear  some  of 
the  worst  and  best  of  rock  music.  1270  Club,  1270 
Boylston.  6-IOprn.  $2  (to  benefit  legal  defense  fund  for 
the  State  House  14) 


20  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  Jamaica 
Plain  maple  sugaring.  Curtis  Hall  (Municipal  Building) 
on  South  St.  at  1 0am  for  caravan  and  carpooling  to  Bog- 
gastow  Farm  in  Pepperell,  MA.  Info:  Lucien,  522-6253. 


23  Wednesday 

Boston  □  NAMES  Project  New  England  meets  to 
plan  Boston  visit  of  quilt  and  to  coordinate  new  panels. 
Piemonte  Rm,  Boston  City  Hall,  rear  entrance.  7pm.  In¬ 
fo:  451-9003. 


Boston  □  Women  in  Theatre  Festival  ’88  presents 
Sistren  Theatre  Collective  of  Kingston,  Jamaica  in  "Muf- 
fet  inna  all  a  wi”  at  Northeastern  Alumni  Aud.  8pm.  $12 
At  10:30pm.  Dos  Lesbos  perform  at  Suffolk.  $8.  Info: 
424-1411. 


Cambridge  □  Women’s  Int’l  Support  Network 

brunch  at  the  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  All 
foreign  women  welcome.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice) 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 
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C.  Bruce  Fomer 


At  home 
with 
themselves 
and  me 


Politics  and  sexual  preference 
aside,  Sage  Sohier  has  a  way 
with  pictures 

At  Home  With  Themselves:  Photographs  of 
gay  and  lesbian  couples.  By  Sage  Sohier.  Vision 
Gallery,  Boston’s  South  End.  Weds.-Sat.,  l2-5pm, 
through  March  26. 


By  Liz  Galst 

Don’t  ask  me  why  I  went  to  Sage 
Sohier’s  exhibit.  I  don’t  even  like 
photography.  Family  snapshots,  yes. 
They  always  tell  a  story.  But  photography  as 
art?  1  tend  to  find  it  a  little  static  and  two- 
dimensional.  Plus,  I  think  photography’s  a 
ch^at.  What  we  see  in  a  photograph  took 
place  in  1/125  of  a  second.  You’re  gonna 
trust  this  to  characterize  an  entire  event  or 
relationship? 

Speaking  of  trust,  I  did  not  trust  Sage 
Sohier  to  represent  the  married  queer.  Sage 
is  straight.  But  more  than  that,  an  interview 
she  gave  to  Views:  The  Journal 
of  Photography  in  New  Eng- 
AS*  8/-  v  land  did  not  impress  me  with 
her  understanding  of  gay 
life.  Sage  Sohier  is  also  a  big-name 
photographer.  She  gets  grants  many  of  my 
friends  would  kill  for.  As  a  lesbian  and  an 
artist,  1  felt  excluded  and  robbed.  Not  only 
was  a  straight  woman  documenting  the  gay 
experience,  but  she  was  getting  paid  to  do  it. 

I  also  wondered  if  I  should  devote  my  energy 
to  reviewing  a  show  full  of  people  who  are 
probably  having  a  lot  more  sex  than  I  am.' 
But  it  happens  that  my  editor  smiles  at  me' 
and  I’ll  review  anything.  Off  I  went  to  Vis- 


Lloyd  and  Joel,  San  Francisco,  California,  1987. 


Chris  and  Cris,  Provincetown,  Massachusetts,  1986. 


ion  Gallery,  in  Boston’s  South  End. 

When  I  got  there  I  was  shocked  by  how 
'much  I  liked  the  show.  But  don’t  get  me 
wrong,  there  are  plenty  of  problems  with 
this  exhibit.  Sage  Sohier’s  scope  is  unfor¬ 
tunately  limited.  Of  the  almost  50  queers 
pictured  on  the  white  walls  of  Vision 
Gallery,  only  three  are  people  of  color;  these 
three  are  men.  Most  of  those  who  appear  are 
‘“middle-middle  class’’  (Sohier’s  phrase.) 
Her  images  of  women  lack  the  feeling  visible 
in  her  portraits  of  men.  And,  though  Sohier 
has  conducted  extensive  interviews  with  her 
subjects  (she  hopes  to  publish  a  book  of  the 
photographs  and  accompanying 
interviews),  only  five  of  the  excerpted  inter¬ 
views  are  available,  in  a  folder  by  the  gallery 
door.  I  could  also  do  without  much  of  what 
.■the  photographer  says  in  her  framed  per¬ 
sonal  statement.  She  seems  intent  on  prov- 
|  ing  to  the  straight  world  that  we  are  just  like 
7  them,  and  therefore,  acceptable.  Not  only 

-  that,  the  woman  appears  to  be  operating 

-  under  the  misapprehension  that  monogamy, 
not  latex  rubber,  will  protect  us  from  the 
AIDS  virus. 

Sohier  has  a  keen  eye.  With  her  camera 
she  easily  captures  the  dynamics  she 
observes,  regardless  of  how  her  presence  af¬ 
fects  these  dynamics.  Her  portrait  of  “Gor¬ 
don  and  Jim,  with  Jim’s  mother”  is  almost 
painful  to  look  at.  Gordon  sits  sheepishly  on 
the  end  of  their  couch,  holding  Jim’s  hand 
in  his  lap  while  Jim,  an  arm’s  length  away 
and  awkwardly  facing  in  the  other  direction, 
sits  with  his  arm  around  his  mother’s 
shoulder.  Sohier’s  photo  of  Keith  and  John 
finds  both  men  in  bed,  fully  dressed.  Keith 
only  has  eyes  for  his  lover,  but  John,  John  is 
clearly  intrigued  by  something  else  —  Sage 
Sohier  and  her  camera. 

While  I  was  at  the  exhibit  I  began  to 
wonder  if  it  would  not  be  better  titled  “At 
home  with  themselves  and  me.”  The  way  I 
look  at  it,  this  show  is  as  much  about  how 
we  see  ourselves  being  seen  as  it  is  about  gay 
married  life.  Take  “Dierdre  and  Ellen”  for 
instance.  These  two  women  appear  naked 
J  before  us  and  the  camera,  but  it  is  they  who 
jf  check  us  out  with  their  quizzical  eyes  and 
|  slight  grins.  “Lloyd  and  Joel,”  two  balding 
©  white  guys,  completely  ignore  Sohier  and, 
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A  New  Gay  Musical  Revue 

Disappearing  Act,  a  non-stop,  fast-paced  musical  revue, 
takes  a  disarming,  witty  and  critical  look  at  the 
world  of  the  urban  gay  male.  With  a  delightfully  diverse 
musical  score.  Disappearing  Act  covers  a  broad  variety  of  topics 
including  Gentrification,  Restroom  Romance  and  much  more. 

Five  weeks.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  and  Sun.  from  March  24  thru 
April  24.  Performance  time  is  7:30  p.m.  on  Thurs.,  Fri.  and  Sat. 
Two  performances  on  Sun.,  Brunch  at  1:00  p.m.  and  7:30  p.m. 
Ticket  price  is  $14.00  on  Thurs.  and  Sun.  evening, 

$16.00  on  Fri.  and  Sat.,  $27.50  for  Sun.  Brunch 
(including  show,  buffet,  cocktail,  tax  and  gratuity) 
or  $12.50  for  show  only. 

For  tickets  call  536-0972. 

Tickets  also  available  at  BOSTIX  and  TICKETRON. 
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209  Columbus  Avenue  at  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 


"GREAT  SONGS. 
GREAT  DANCING. 
GREAT  FUN!" 

-Joel  Siegel,  GOOD  MORNING  AMERICA 

"TWO  THUMBS  UP!" 

-SISKEL  &  EBERT  &  THE  MOVIES 

"HILARIOUS  AND  HEARTFELT! 

—David  Ansen,  NEWSWEEK 


"★★★★ 

A  FINE  SPRITZ 
OF  60s  FUN!" 

-Mike  Clark-,  USA  TODAY 


"HAIR-RAISING  FUN! 

-Janet  Maslin,  NEW  YORK  TIMES 


'HAIRSPRAY' ISA  BLAST." 

-  Jim  Vermere.  The  Boston  Herald 


—  A  new  comedy  by  John  Waters 

HAIRSPRAY 

Get  Back  to  Your  Roots! 


"'HAIRSPRAY' 
IS  A  TRIUMPH!" 

-Kevin  Thomas,  LOS  ANGELES  TIMES 
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NICKELODEON 

Mt  COMM.  art.  IOJ? 

424-1 500 


USA  C  INC  MAS 

HARVARD  SO 

10  CMUOCM  ST  CAMM.OC4 

864-4540 

SHOWCASE  CINEMAS 

DEDHAM 

■  Tt.  1  A  Its  tXIT  ISA 

326-4955 

GEMCflAL  CINEMA 

WRUA6T0R  MAU 

■  OUT!  IM  MIT  JJ0 

272-4410 

SHOWCASE  CINEMAS 

REVERE 

RTI.  Cl  A  SOUISI  ID. 
286-1660 

